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Applicant requests that he be awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) instead of the Air Medal, for the period 10 March 1954 through 15 August 1954.  Applicant's submission is at Exhibit A.





The appropriate Air Force office evaluated applicant's request and provided an advisory opinion to the Board recommending the application be denied (Exhibit C).  The advisory opinion was forwarded to the applicant for review and response (Exhibit D).  Applicant’s response to the advisory opinion is at Exhibit E.





After careful consideration of applicant's request and the available evidence of record, we find insufficient evidence of error or injustice to warrant corrective action.  The facts and opinions stated in the advisory opinion appear to be based on the evidence of record and have not been adequately rebutted by applicant.  Absent persuasive evidence applicant was denied rights to which entitled, appropriate regulations were not followed, or appropriate standards were not applied, we find no basis to disturb the existing record.





Accordingly, applicant's request is denied.





The Board staff is directed to inform applicant of this decision.  Applicant should also be informed that this decision is final and will only be reconsidered upon the presentation of new relevant evidence which was not reasonably available at the time the application was filed.





Members of the Board Mr. Joseph G. Diamond, Ms. Margaret A. Zook, and Mr. Clarence D. Long III considered this application on 10 May 2000 in accordance with the provisions of Air Force Instruction 36-2603, and the governing statute, 10, U.S.C. 1552.











                   		     JOSEPH G. DIAMOND                  


                                     Panel Chair





Exhibits:





A.  Applicant's DD Form 149


B.  Available Master Personnel Records


C.  Advisory Opinion


D.  SAF/MIBR Ltr Forwarding Advisory Opinion


E.  Applicant’s Response
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MEMORANDUM FOR AFBCMR                                                  31 January 2000





FROM:	HQ AFPC/DPPPR 


	550 C Street West Ste 12 


	Randolph AFB TX 78150-4714





SUBJECT:	Application for Correction of Military Records (DD Form 149)


REQUESTED ACTION.  Applicant requests his Air Medal with 2nd Oak Leaf Cluster, for the period 10 Mar 54-15 Aug 54, be upgraded to the Distinguished Flying Cross.





BASIS FOR REQUEST.  Applicant did not provide any justification to substantiate his claim.





FACTS.





	     a. Applicant served on Active Duty from 15 Oct 47-31 Oct 67.  During his 13 Dec


51-12 Dec 54 enlistment, he was stationed in England for 11 months and 12 days.  His basic Air Medal was awarded for the period 30 Oct 52-16 Dec 62.





 b. Applicant's crewmembers all received recognition for their aerial achievements for the period 10 Mar 54-15 Aug 54.





DISCUSSION.  The applicant was originally recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross, but Headquarters, Strategic Air Command, stated, "...an Air Medal would be more in accord with the cited action and is commensurate with awards previously approved for similar duty" (Attachment 1).  The applicant has not provided any additional justification showing he performed a heroic act or other extraordinary achievement in aerial flight during the period 10 Mar 54-15 Aug 54.





RECOMMENDATION.  We recommend disapproval of the applicant's request for upgrade of his Air Medal with 2nd Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Flying Cross.











						MICHAEL J. MALONE, Lt Col, USAF


						Chief, Recognition Programs Branch


						Promotion, Evaluation and Recognition Div





Attachment:


Recommendation for DFC, 16 Sep 54 w/Ind





cc:	SAF/MIBR








