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AIR FORCE BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORDS


IN THE MATTER OF: 			DOCKET NUMBER: BC-2016-01423 

						COUNSEL:  NONE 

HEARING DESIRED:  NO



APPLICANT REQUESTS THAT:

He be awarded the Operation INHERENT RESOLVE Campaign Medal for his participation in Operation INHERENT RESOLVE in 2014. 


APPLICANT CONTENDS THAT:

He deployed to Bahrain during the period 19 Apr 14 through 22 Dec 14 in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.  While in Bahrain, Operation INHERENT RESOLVE started, and his base served in direct support.  Based upon the criteria for qualifying for the Operation INHERENT RESOLVE Campaign Medal, he should receive the medal. 

The applicant’s complete submission, with attachments, is at Exhibit A.


STATEMENT OF FACTS:

The applicant served in the Massachusetts Air National Guard in the grade of Technical Sergeant (TSgt) during the period of time of the matter under review.

According to the documentation submitted by the applicant, under Order Number Z61XSF, dated 11 Apr 14, the applicant deployed to Bahrain during the period 19 Apr 14 through 22 Dec 14 in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.

The applicant was awarded the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal (GWOTEM) for his service during the period 23 Apr 14 through 15 Nov 14.  

The remaining relevant facts pertaining to this application are contained in the memoranda prepared by the Air Force offices of primary responsibility (OPRs), which are attached at Exhibits C and D.    




AIR FORCE EVALUATIONS:

NGB/A1PP recommends denial indicating there is no evidence of an error or an injustice.  The applicant is a current member of the, Massachusetts ANG.  He should have provided his local Force Support Squadron (FSS) all copies of filed travel vouchers and/or DD Form 214s to receive credit for his deployments.  He does not state which military records are incorrect and has not provided any documentation demonstrating he was unsuccessful in having his records updated at his wing.

A complete copy of the NGB/A1PP evaluation is at Exhibit C.

AFPC/DP2SP recommends denial indicating there is no evidence of an error or an injustice. The Inherent Resolve Campaign Medal shall be awarded to each service member who, on or after 15 Jun 14, was permanently assigned, attached, or detailed for 30 consecutive days or 60 non-consecutive days to a unit operating in the area of eligibility, or who meets one of the following criteria regardless of time spent in the area of eligibility; was engaged in combat during an armed engagement; while participating in an operation or on official duties was killed or wounded/injured and medically evacuated from the area of eligibility.  The area of eligibility encompasses the land area of the countries of Iraq and Syria, the contiguous waters of each extending out to 12 nautical miles, and the air space above the land area.  Aircrew members accrue one day of eligibility for each day they fly into, out of, within, or over the area of eligibility.  Bahrain is not considered the area of responsibility for this decoration. 

Members deployed outside of Iraq and Syria for Operation INHERENT RESOLVE, who do not physically enter Iraq or Syria to qualify for the Inherent Resolve Campaign Medal, will continue to be recognized with the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal (GWOTEM) for their specific deployment.  The applicant was appropriately recognized for his deployment to Bahrain in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM with award of the GWOTEM.

A thorough review of the applicant's official military personnel records failed to verify award of the Inherent Resolve Campaign Medal.  Bahrain is not considered the area of responsibility, rendering the applicant ineligible.

A complete copy of the AFPC/DP2SP evaluation is at Exhibit D.


APPLICANT'S REVIEW OF AIR FORCE EVALUATIONS:

Copies of the Air Force evaluations were forwarded to the applicant on 1 Feb 17 for review and comment within 30 days (Exhibit E).  As of this date, no response has been received by this office.


THE BOARD CONCLUDES THAT:

1.  The applicant has exhausted all remedies provided by existing law or regulations.

2.  The application was timely filed.

3.  Insufficient relevant evidence has been presented to demonstrate the existence of an error or injustice.  We took notice of the applicant’s complete submission in judging the merits of the case; however, we agree with the opinions and recommendations of the Air Force offices of primary responsibility (OPRs) and adopt their rationale as the basis for our conclusion the applicant has not been the victim of an error of injustice.  Therefore, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, we find no basis to recommend granting the requested relief.


THE BOARD DETERMINES THAT:

The applicant be notified the evidence presented did not demonstrate the existence of material error or injustice; the application was denied without a personal appearance; and the application will only be reconsidered upon the submission of newly discovered relevant evidence not considered with this application.


The following members of the Board considered AFBCMR Docket Number BC-2016-01423 in Executive Session on 22 Jun 17 under the provisions of AFI 36-2603:

	Panel Chair
	Member
	Member



The following documentary evidence pertaining to AFBCMR Docket Number BC-2016-01423 was considered:

	Exhibit A.  DD Form 149, dated 1 Apr 16, w/atchs.
	Exhibit B.  Applicant's Master Personnel Records.
	Exhibit C.  Memorandum, NGB/A1PP, dated 27 Sep 16.
	Exhibit D.  Memorandum, AFPC/DP2SP, dated 7 Nov 16.
	Exhibit E.  Letter, SAF/MRBR, dated 1 Feb 17.

Pursuant to paragraph 1 of AFI 36-2603 (Title 32 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 865.1), it is certified that a quorum was present at the Board's review and deliberations, and the foregoing is a true and complete record of the Board's proceedings in the above entitled matter.

						










