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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORDS
1901 SOUTH BELL STREET, 2ND FLOOR
ARLINGTON, VA  22202-4508
ABCMR Record of Proceedings (cont)                                         AR20040000814


RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS


IN THE CASE OF:
  

mergerec 

BOARD DATE:
   13 JANUARY 2005


DOCKET NUMBER:  AR20040000814 mergerec 

I certify that hereinafter is recorded the true and complete record of the proceedings of the Army Board for Correction of Military Records in the case of the above-named individual.

	
	Mr. Carl W. S. Chun
	
	Director

	
	Ms. Deborah L. Brantley
	
	Senior Analyst


The following members, a quorum, were present:

	
	Mr. Walter Morrison
	
	Chairperson

	
	Ms. Eloise Prendergast
	
	Member

	
	Ms. Jeanette McCants
	
	Member



The Board considered the following evidence:


Exhibit A - Application for correction of military records.


Exhibit B - Military Personnel Records (including advisory opinion, if any).

THE APPLICANT'S REQUEST, STATEMENT, AND EVIDENCE:

1.  The applicant requests that the records of his father, a deceased former service member, be corrected to reflect award of the Purple Heart and European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal. 

2.  The applicant states that he was going through some papers that belonged to his mother and came across documents confirming that his father was entitled to an award of the Purple Heart.  He notes that his father was a member of Company B, 142nd Infantry.

3.  The applicant provides copies of an undated newspaper article, which states that his father was wounded and awarded the Purple Heart, a copy of an envelope which was postmarked in 1945 from a military hospital in Long Island, New York, an obituary indicating that the former service member was awarded the Purple Heart and European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Medal with two bronze service stars, a copy of a letter from the National Personnel Records Center, and a copy of his father’s Certification of Military Service issued on 

5 December 2001.

CONSIDERATION OF EVIDENCE:
1.  The former service member’s military records are not available to the Board for review.  A fire destroyed approximately 18 million service members’ records at the National Personnel Records Center in 1973.  It is believed that his records were lost or destroyed in that fire.  However, there were sufficient documents remaining in a reconstructed information regarding the former service member’s military service for the Board to conduct a fair and impartial review of this case.  

2.  The former service member entered active duty on 28 January 1943.  

3.  Information contained in files maintained by the Office of The Surgeon General, commonly referred to as the SGO File, indicates that the former service member was admitted to a hospital on 9 February 1944 as a battle casualty for a head wound resulting from artillery shell fragments.  He was returned to duty in March 1944 after 38 days in the hospital.  The file does not indicate the former service member’s unit of assignment.

4.  On 23 January 1945 the former service member was again admitted to a hospital in Europe.  The diagnosis was psychoneurosis/anxiety.  The SGO File indicates that he was hospitalized a total of 146 days, 81 of which were overseas.  The file notes he was not returned to duty following his release from medical care in June 1945 and his Certification of Military Service indicates that he was honorably discharged on 18 June 1945.  The copy of the envelope post marked from a military hospital in New York on 6 June 1945 suggests that the former service member was hospitalized in the United States at the time of his discharge.  Again, however, neither the envelope nor the SGO File indicates the former service member’s unit of assignment while overseas.

5.  The former service member died on 2 September 1962 at the age of 39.  His obituary notes that he participated in the Rome-Arno and Naples-Foggia Campaigns.

6.  In April 2003 the applicant was informed that his father’s military records had likely been destroyed by the 1973 fire in St. Louis, but could confirm that his father was entitled to the World War II Victory Medal, and an Honorable Service Lapel Button based on his military service during World War II.  Those items were being provided to the applicant from the Soldier System Team in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

7.  The Certification of Military Service, which is issued in the absence of a copy of the actual Report of Separation or its equivalent, was published on 

5 December 2001.  It does not list military awards and decorations and is issued by officials at the National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis for the purpose of verifying an individual’s military service.

8.  Army Regulation 600-8-22 provides, in pertinent part, that the Purple Heart is awarded for wounds sustained as a result of hostile action.  Substantiating evidence must be provided to verify that the wound was the result of hostile action, the wound must have required treatment by a medical officer, and the medical treatment must have been made a matter of official record.

9.  Although the former service member’s unit of assignment while overseas cannot be confirmed, the information contained in the SGO Files confirms that he was performing duties in the European Theater of Operations at least between February 1944 when he was wounded as a result of hostile action and January 

1945 when he was hospitalized for anxiety.  The newspaper article indicates that he participated in campaigns in Italy and his obituary states he participated in the Rome-Arno and Naples-Foggia Campaigns.  The Naples-Foggia Campaign period extended from 9 September 1943 to 21 January 1944 while the Rome-Arno Campaign encompassed the period 22 January 1944 through 9 September 1944.

10.  Army Regulation 600-8-22 authorizes award of the European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal for qualifying service in the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater of Operations for the period 7 December 1941 to 8 November 1945.  One bronze service star is authorized for each campaign in which the soldier participated.  

11.  The World War II Victory Medal is awarded for service between 7 December 1941 and 31 December 1946 and the Honorable Service Lapel Button is issued for honorable Federal military service between 8 September 1939 and 

31 December 1946.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS:

1.  The evidence confirms that the former service member was wounded as a result of hostile action on 9 February 1944 and should be awarded the Purple Heart.

2.  The Board can also confirm that he is entitled to the World War II Victory Medal and an Honorable Service Lapel Button.

3.  The limited evidence suggests that the former service member was deployed to the European Theater of Operations during World War II and as such, would be entitled to the Europe-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal.  It is also likely that he did participate in the Naples-Foggia and Rome-Arno Campaigns, which would entitle him to two bronze service stars on the campaign medal.  It would be appropriate and in the interest of justice for the Board to confirm that entitlement.

4.  Because the Certification of Military Service does not include information regarding an individual’s awards and decorations, there are no “records” to actually correct.  However, a statement issued by Case Management Support Division (CMSD), in St. Louis, Missouri, which confirms the former service 

member’s award of the Purple Heart, Europe-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with two bronze service stars, World War II Victory Medal, and an Honorable Service Lapel Button, should suffices as documentation for the applicant concerning awards and decorations his father is entitled to as a result of his World War II service.

BOARD VOTE:

___WM__  ___EP __  ___JM __  GRANT FULL RELIEF 

________  ________  ________  GRANT PARTIAL RELIEF 

________  ________  ________  GRANT FORMAL HEARING

________  ________  ________  DENY APPLICATION

BOARD DETERMINATION/RECOMMENDATION:

The Board determined that the evidence presented was sufficient to warrant a recommendation for relief.  As a result, the Board recommends that:

a.  the applicant’s father be awarded the Purple Heart for wounds sustained as a result of hostile action on 9 February 1994; and

b.  a statement be issued by the Case Management Support Division (CMSD), St. Louis, Missouri, showing that in addition to the Purple Heart the applicant’s father is also entitled to the European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with two bronze service stars, the World War II Victory Medal, and an Honorable Service Lapel Button.

_____Walter Morrison______
          CHAIRPERSON
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