[image: image1.png]


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORDS
1901 SOUTH BELL STREET, 2ND FLOOR
ARLINGTON, VA  22202-4508
ABCMR Record of Proceedings (cont)                                         AR20050009385


RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS


IN THE CASE OF:
  

mergerec 
mergerec 

BOARD DATE:
  

18 OCTOBER 2005

DOCKET NUMBER:  

AR20050009385 mergerec 

I certify that hereinafter is recorded the true and complete record of the proceedings of the Army Board for Correction of Military Records in the case of the above-named individual.  

	
	Mr. Carl W. S. Chun
	
	Director

	
	Mr. Ronald DeNoia
	
	Analyst


The following members, a quorum, were present:

	
	Mr. John Slone
	
	Chairperson

	
	Ms. Ms. Linda Simmons
	
	Member

	
	Mr.Kenneth Lapin
	
	Member



The Board considered the following evidence: 


Exhibit A - Application for correction of military records.


Exhibit B - Military Personnel Records (including advisory opinion, if any).

THE APPLICANT'S REQUEST, STATEMENT, AND EVIDENCE:

1.  The applicant requests that the downgraded recommendation for award of the Bronze Star Medal (BSM) to the Army Commendation Medal (ARCOM) be changed to approved.
2.  The applicant states the recommendation for award of the BSM is fully supported by the narrative and clearly meets the requirement for award. 
3.  The applicant provides a DA Form 638 (Recommendation for Award) with the narrative description.
CONSIDERATION OF EVIDENCE:
1.  The applicant was recommended for award of the BSM by his platoon leader on 10 August 2004 for meritorious service in Kuwait and Iraq.
2.  On 16 August 2004 the company commander approved the award of the BSM.
3.  On 3 September 2004 the battalion commander disapproved the award of the BSM and downgraded it to an ARCOM.
4.  On 19 September 2004 the brigade commander concurred with the downgrade of the award to ARCOM.
5.  On 19 September 2004 the applicant was awarded the ARCOM.

6.  AR 600-80-22 (Military Awards) provides, in pertinent part, that the decision to award an individual a decoration and the decision as to which award is appropriate are both subjective decisions made by the commander having award approval.
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS:

1.  In order to justify correction of a military record the applicant must show to the satisfaction of the Board, or it must otherwise satisfactorily appear, that the record is in error or unjust.  The applicant has failed to submit evidence that would satisfy this requirement.

2.  In accordance with regulatory guidance the two commanders at the high end of the chain of command decided that although the applicant provided highly outstanding performance of duty, it did not merit the award of the BSM and they disapproved the recommendation and downgraded it to an ARCOM.  
3.  In view of the above there is no basis to grant relief in his case.
BOARD VOTE:

________  ________  ________  GRANT FULL RELIEF 

________  ________  ________  GRANT PARTIAL RELIEF 

________  ________  ________  GRANT FORMAL HEARING

____JS__  ___LS  __  ___KL __  DENY APPLICATION

BOARD DETERMINATION/RECOMMENDATION:

The evidence presented does not demonstrate the existence of a probable error or injustice.  Therefore, the Board determined that the overall merits of this case are insufficient as a basis for correction of the records of the individual concerned.

______________________
          CHAIRPERSON
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