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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORDS
1901 SOUTH BELL STREET, 2ND FLOOR
ARLINGTON, VA  22202-4508
ABCMR Record of Proceedings (cont)                                         AR20060005260


RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS


IN THE CASE OF:
  

mergerec 

BOARD DATE:
  28 November 2006

DOCKET NUMBER:  AR20060005260 mergerec 

I certify that hereinafter is recorded the true and complete record of the proceedings of the Army Board for Correction of Military Records in the case of the above-named individual.

	
	Mr. Carl W. S. Chun
	
	Director

	
	Mr. John J. Wendland, Jr.
	
	Analyst


The following members, a quorum, were present:

	
	Mr. John T. Meixell
	
	Chairperson

	
	Ms. Susan A. Powers
	
	Member

	
	Mr. Dennis J. Phillips
	
	Member



The Board considered the following evidence:


Exhibit A - Application for correction of military records.


Exhibit B - Military Personnel Records (including advisory opinion, if any).

THE APPLICANT'S REQUEST, STATEMENT, AND EVIDENCE:

1.  The applicant requests, in effect, correction of her military service records.

2.  The applicant states, in effect, that her discharge document is incorrect and should be corrected to show her overseas service in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and award of the Army Commendation Medal.  She also states that her Enlisted Record Brief should be corrected to show award of the Army Commendation Medal.
3.  The applicant provides a copy of her DD Form 214 (Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty), with an effective date of 23 July 2005; Enlisted Record Brief (ERB), dated 22 June 2005; Headquarters, Detachment A,
203rd Personnel Services Battalion, Fort Wainwright, Alaska, Orders 301-300, dated 27 October 2004; Headquarters, Combined/Joint Task Force - 76, Operation Enduring Freedom, Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, Permanent Orders 136-045, dated 16 May 2005; DD Form 2413 (Joint Service Commendation Medal Certificate), dated 16 May 2005; DA Form 638 (Recommendation for Award), dated 3 June 2005; and DA Form 4980-14 (The Army Commendation Medal Certificate), dated 18 July 2005.

CONSIDERATION OF EVIDENCE:
1.  The applicant is requesting correction of an alleged error which occurred on 23 July 2005, the date of her release from active duty.  The two applications submitted in this case are both dated 3 April 2006.

2.  The applicant's military service records show that she enlisted in the U.S. Army Reserve on 5 January 2001 and entered active duty on 24 January 2001.  Upon completion of basic combat training and advanced individual training, the applicant was award military occupational specialty 27D (Para-Legal Specialist).

3.  The applicant's military service records contain a copy of her DD Form 214 that shows she was honorably released from active duty based upon completion of required active service on 23 July 2005.  Item 18 (Remarks) of the DD Form 214 contains, in pertinent part, the following entry, "…//CONTINUOUS HONORABLE ACTIVE SERVICE:  20010124-20050723//BLOCK 6, PERIOD OF DELAYED ENTRY PROGRAM:  20010105-20010123//…"

4.  Item 13 (Decorations, Medals, Badges, Citations and Campaign Ribbons Awarded or Authorized) of the applicant's DD Form 214 shows she was awarded the Joint Service Commendation Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, Marksman Marksmanship Qualification Badge with Rifle Bar, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, and Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal.
5.  The applicant's military service records contain a DA Form 2166-8 (NCO Evaluation Report) covering the period December 2004 through March 2005.  This document shows, in pertinent part, that during this period the applicant served as the Noncommissioned Officer in Charge, Legal Assistance Office, while assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Combined/Joint Task Force - 76, Bagram, Afghanistan.
6.  The applicant's military service records contain a copy of an ERB, dated

29 June 2005.  Section VIII (Awards and Decorations) of this document shows that the applicant was awarded the Joint Service Commendation Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon, and Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal.

7.  The applicant's military service records contain a copy of a DA Form 4980-14, dated 18 July 2005, issued under authority of Headquarters, U.S. Army Alaska, Fort Richardson, Alaska, Permanent Order Number 199-01, dated 18 July 2005, which shows that she was awarded the Army Commendation Medal for meritorious service from 24 July 2001 to 25 July 2005.
8.  In support of her application, the applicant provides a copy of her DD Form 214 and ERB that show, in pertinent part, that she served on active duty from
24 January 2001 to 23 July 2005.  She also provides a copy of Headquarters, Detachment A, 203rd Personnel Services Battalion, Fort Wainwright, Alaska, Orders 301-300, dated 27 October 2004, that show, in pertinent part, that on
7 November 2004 she was directed to proceed for deployment in support of Combined Forces Command - Afghanistan.  The applicant provides a copy of Headquarters, Combined/Joint Task Force - 76, Operation Enduring Freedom, Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, Permanent Orders 136-045, dated 16 May 2005, and a DD Form 2413, dated 16 May 2005, that show, in pertinent part, she was awarded the Joint Service Commendation Medal for meritorious service while assigned to the Combined/Joint Task Force - 76, Bagram, Afghanistan from
24 November 2004 to 23 May 2005.  The applicant also provides a copy of a

DA Form 638, dated 3 June 2005, and DA Form 4980-14, dated 18 July 2005, that show, in pertinent part, she was awarded the Army Commendation Medal for meritorious service from 24 July 2001 to 25 July 2005.
9.  Army Regulation 635-5 (Separation Documents) prescribes the separation documents that must be prepared for Soldiers on retirement, discharge, release from active duty service, or control of the Active Army.  It also establishes standardized policy for preparing and distributing the DD Form 214.  Chapter 2 contains guidance on the preparation of the DD Form 214.  It states, in pertinent part, that the source documents for entering information on the DD Form 214 will be the Personnel Qualification Record (PQR), Enlisted/Officer Record Brief (ERB/ORB), or any other document authorized for filing in the OMPF.  This Army regulation provides, in pertinent part, that for an active duty Soldier deployed during their continuous period of active service enter in Item 18 the statement, "Service in (Name of Country Deployed) from (inclusive dates; for example, YYYYMMDD - YYYYMMDD)."
10.  Army Regulation 600-8-22 (Military Awards) provides that the Army Commendation Medal may be awarded to any member of the Armed Forces of the United States who, while serving in any capacity with the Army after 6 December 1941, distinguished himself or herself by heroism, meritorious achievement or meritorious service.  As with all personal decorations, formal recommendations, approval through the chain of command, and announcement in orders are required.

11.  Army Regulation 600-8-104 (Military Personnel Management Information Records) prescribes the policies and mandated operating tasks for the Military Personnel Information Management/Records Program of the Military Personnel System.  The ERB is an automated record of personnel management qualifications and provides some duplication, in the form of data, of information recorded in the Soldier's Official Military Personnel File (OMPF).  The ERB is created, maintained, and updated while the Soldier is on active duty.  Upon separation from active duty, the ERB is no longer maintained or updated.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS:
1.  The applicant contends, in effect, that her discharge document should be corrected to show her overseas service in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and award of the Army Commendation Medal.  She also contends that her ERB should be updated to show this award.
2.  The evidence of record shows that the applicant was ordered to deploy in support of the Combined Forces Command in Afghanistan.  The evidence of record also shows that, while deployed overseas, the applicant was assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Combined/Joint Task Force - 76, Bagram, Afghanistan.  The evidence of record further shows that the applicant was awarded the Joint Commendation Medal for meritorious service while assigned to the Combined/Joint Task Force - 76 from 24 November 2004 to
23 May 2005.  Therefore, the applicant's records should be corrected to show that she was deployed overseas and served in Afghanistan.
3.  Permanent Orders awarded the applicant the Army Commendation Medal for meritorious service from 24 July 2001 to 25 July 2005 and the evidence of record shows that this award is filed in the applicant's OMPF.  Therefore, it would be appropriate to correct the applicant's DD Form 214 to show this award.

4.  The evidence of record shows that the ERB is an automated record of a Soldier's personnel management qualifications in the form of data.  The evidence of record also shows that the ERB is not maintained or updated subsequent to a Soldier's separation from active duty.  Therefore, the applicant is not entitled to correction of the ERB to show award of the Army Commendation Medal.
BOARD VOTE:

________  ________  ________  GRANT FULL RELIEF 

___JTM _  ___SAP _  ___DJP _  GRANT PARTIAL RELIEF 

________  ________  ________  GRANT FORMAL HEARING

________  ________  ________  DENY APPLICATION

BOARD DETERMINATION/RECOMMENDATION:

1.  The Board determined that the evidence presented was sufficient to warrant a recommendation for partial relief.  As a result, the Board recommends that all Department of the Army records of the individual concerned be corrected by showing the following corrections to the applicant's DD Form 214:


a.  Item 18 (Remarks), add:  "//Service in Afghanistan from 20041124-20050523//"; and 

b.  Item 13 (Decorations, Medals, Badges, Citations and Campaign Ribbons Awarded or Authorized), add:  "Army Commendation Medal."

2.  The Board further determined that the evidence presented is insufficient to warrant a portion of the requested relief.  As a result, the Board recommends denial of so much of the application that pertains to updating the applicant's Enlisted Record Brief.
           John T. Meixell_____
          CHAIRPERSON
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