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From:  Chairman, Board for Correction of Naval Records 

To:      Secretary of the Navy 

 

Subj:   REVIEW NAVAL RECORD OF  USN, 

           XXX-XX   

 

Ref:   10 U.S.C. § 1552 

           

 Encl:  (1) DD Form 149 with attachments 

            (2) DD Form 214 ending 29 Sep 80 

            (3) DD Form 214 ending 31 Jan 97 

            (4) Final Judgment of Change of Name, In Re: the Name Change of: [Petitioner], In the  

                  Circuit Court of the Seventh Judicial Circuit, in and for  26  

                  March 2015 

 

1.  Pursuant to the provisions of the reference, Subject, hereinafter referred to as Petitioner, filed 

enclosure (1) with the Board for Correction of Naval Records (Board) requesting that his naval 

record be corrected by changing his name on his DD Forms 214.   

 

2.  The Board reviewed Petitioner's allegations of error or injustice on 7 April 2021 and, pursuant 

to its regulations, determined that the corrective action indicated below should be taken.  As 

discussed below, I disagree with the Board’s determination and recommend that you approve no 

corrective action.  Documentary material considered by the Board consisted of the enclosures, 

relevant portions of Petitioner’s naval record, and applicable statutes, regulations, and policies. 

 

3.  The Board, having reviewed all of the facts of record pertaining to Petitioner's allegations of 

error or injustice, finds as follows: 

 

     a.  Before applying to this Board, Petitioner exhausted all administrative remedies available 

under existing law and regulations within the Department of the Navy. 

 

     b.  Although enclosure (1) was not filed in a timely manner, it is in the interests of justice to 

waive the statute of limitations and review Petitioner’s application on its merits. 

 

     c.  Petitioner enlisted in the Navy and began a period of active duty service on 6 June 1980 

under the name listed in the subject line.  He was honorably discharged on 29 September 1980 to 

attend Officer Candidate School.  He received a DD Form 214 for this period of active duty 

service which included the name listed in the subject line.  See enclosure (2).   
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     d.  Petitioner was appointed as a commissioned officer in the Navy on 30 September 1980, 

and serviced continuously on active duty until he retired with an honorable discharge on 31 

January 1997 in the rank reflected in the subject line.  Petitioner received a DD Form 214 for this 

period of active duty service which included the name listed in the subject line.  See enclosure 

(3).   

 

      e.  On 26 March 2015, Petitioner’s first name was legally changed to the initial of the first 

name reflected in the subject line of this memorandum combined with his middle name.  His last 

name remains unchanged, and he now has no middle name.  See enclosure (4).   

 

      f.  Petitioner contends that he has always used his current legal name in order to differentiate 

himself from his father, and he had his name legally changed upon moving to because he 

found that he could not get official documents with a name that did not match his birth 

certificate.  He wishes to have his naval record changed to reflect his current name so that the 

Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) will recognize the name change.  He has 

experienced no adversity regarding payment of retirement benefits from DFAS as a result of his 

name change, but states that confusion has arisen between him and his father with the 

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  See enclosure (1).         

   

BOARD CONCLUSION: 

 

Upon careful review and consideration of all of the evidence of record, the Board determined 

that relief is warranted in Petitioner’s case.  It found that Petitioner provided sufficient evidence 

to establish that his name has been legally changed, and that his military record should therefore 

be changed to reflect his legal name.   

 

BOARD RECOMMENDATION: 

 

In view of the above, the Board recommends that the following corrective action be taken on 

Petitioner’s naval record:   

 

That Petitioner’s DD Form 214 for the period 6 June 1980 to 29 September 1980 be corrected by 

replacing his first name with its initial.   

 

That Petitioner’s DD Form 214 for the period 30 September 1980 to 31 January 1997 be 

corrected by replacing his first name with its initial. 

 

That Petitioner be issued corrected copies of his DD Forms 214. 

 

That no further changes be made to Petitioner’s naval record. 

 

That a copy of this report of proceedings be filed in Petitioner’s naval record. 

 

 

 

 








