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1.  Pursuant to the provisions of reference (a), Subject, hereinafter referred to as Petitioner, filed 
enclosure (1) with the Board for Correction of Naval Records (Board), requesting that his naval 
record be corrected to place him on the disability retirement list.   
                                              
2.  The Board, consisting of , , and , reviewed Petitioner's 
allegations of error and injustice on 27 January 2022, and pursuant to its regulations, determined 
that the corrective action indicated below should be taken on the available evidence of record.  
Documentary material considered by the Board consisted of the enclosures, relevant portions of 
the naval records, and applicable statutes, regulations, and policies.   
 
3.  The Board, having reviewed all the facts of record pertaining to Petitioner’s allegations of 
error and injustice, finds as follows: 
 
     a.  Before applying to this Board, Petitioner exhausted all administrative remedies available 
under existing law and regulations within the Department of the Navy.   
 
     b.  Petitioner entered active duty with the Marine Corps in July 2001.  He was originally 
diagnosed with Ankylosing Spondylitis in 2005 after reporting cervical/lumbar spine pain 
symptoms and referred to the Physical Evaluation Board (PEB) but found fit for active duty after 
agreeing to change his Military Occupational Specialty.  However, he was again referred to the 
PEB in 2009 after being deemed non-deployable due to his required medication for his 
Ankylosing Spondylitis.  After an initial PEB finding of unfitness for continued naval service, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposed a 10% rating for Petitioner’s Ankylosing 
Spondylitis after rating only his lumbar spine.  The PEB adopted the proposed VA rating in 
August 2010 and Petitioner was discharged on 29 November 2010 with severance pay. 
 
     c.  Post-discharge, the VA assigned Petitioner a 10% disability rating for his Ankylosing 
Spondylitis of his lumbar spine.  Thereafter, Petitioner filed a series of Board of Veterans’ 
Appeals cases contesting his ratings including his Ankylosing Spondylitis rating.  Eventually, in 
October 2020, the VA assigned a separate rating of 30% for Petitioner’s cervical spine 
Ankylosing Spondylitis. 






