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vote that you committed misconduct and recommended that you be discharged with an other than 
honorable characterization of service.  On 27 July 2004, you were discharged from the Marine 
Corps on the basis of misconduct, and received an other than honorable characterization of 
service and a reentry (RE) code of RE-4B. 
 
In your application for correction you request that your other than honorable discharge be 
upgraded in part so that you can received Veterans Affairs (VA) Health Care.  You ask that the 
Board consider your two honorable combat tours in , your earning a meritorious 
promotion to corporal, earning the rank of E-5 in 2 years and 6 months, and your 3 years of loyal 
and honorable service.  You submit character letters from Marines with whom you served.  
These letters state that you suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and ask that your 
discharge be upgraded so that you can receive help. 
 
As part of the review process, a Physician Advisor reviewed your request and issued an Advisory 
Opinion dated 20 September 2021.  The Advisory Opinion considered the contention that you 
are dealing with PTSD and that this diagnosis may mitigate the misconduct that led to your other 
than honorable discharge.  The Advisory Opinion noted that your in-service record revealed per-
service marijuana use but did not contain evidence or indication of a diagnosed mental health 
condition or psychological/behavioral changes.  The Advisory Opinion further noted that you did 
not provide any description of the symptoms which would meet the criteria for a mental health 
condition or indicate how those symptoms interfered with your ability to function or like any 
symptoms to your misconduct.  The Advisory Opinion concluded that the preponderance of 
objective evidence failed to establish that you suffered from an unfitting mental health condition 
at the time of your military service or that your in-service misconduct could be attributed to an 
unfitting mental health condition.  The Advisory Opinion was provided to you, and you were 
given 30 days in which to submit a response.  When you did not provide a response within the 
30-day timeframe, your case was submitted to the Board for consideration.   
 
The Board carefully considered all potentially mitigating factors to determine whether the 
interests of justice warrant relief in your case in accordance with the Wilkie Memo.  These 
included, but were not limited to the character letters’ statements that you suffer from PTSD, 
your desire to obtain care through the VA, and your positive contributions to the Marine Corps.  
With regard to your claim of a mitigating mental health condition, the Board reviewed the 
analysis and determinations of the Advisory Opinion and substantively concurred with its 
conclusion that the available evidence does not support a finding that you suffered a mental 
health condition at the time of your military service that mitigated your misconduct.  The Board 
considered your overall trait average of 4.5/4.5 for your enlistment, and noted that you served 
without an adverse incident from March 2000 until your apprehension in March 2003 by  

 Police Department.  Even in consideration of your success in the Marine Corps prior to 
March 2003, and noting the information contained in the character letters, the Board found that 
the severity of the misconduct of illegally possessing 16.8 pounds of cocaine was such that an 
other than honorable discharge was warranted.  The Board concluded that the mitigating factors 
did not overcome the nature of your misconduct and found that your other than honorable 
discharge was issued without error or injustice.     
 






