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offense under the Uniform Code of Military Justice, wrongfully appropriating a military vehicle, 
and failing to make a required payment.  On 13 November 1997, you received another formal 
written warning, this time relating to a letter of indebtedness and also for your developing pattern 
of misconduct.  On 23 July 1998, you received nonjudicial punishment for failing to attend a 
required class and for making a false statement to a master sergeant.  On 27 August 1998, you 
received nonjudicial punishment for uttering two worthless checks, and another formal written 
warning concerning your lack of regard for military integrity in connection with managing your 
debts.  On 16 December 1998, you received nonjudicial punishment for cashing checks without 
sufficient funds in the bank and for failing to maintain sufficient funds in the bank.  Thereafter, 
you were notified of the initiation of administrative separation processing, and on 9 February 
1999, the discharge authority directed that you be discharged with an other than honorable 
characterization of service. On 17 February 1999, you were so discharged. 
 
The Board carefully considered all potentially mitigating factors in your petition to determine 
whether the interests of justice warrant relief in your case including in accordance with the 
Wilkie Memo.  You contend in your petition that you put all of your heart into being a Marine 
and you still hold the same pride, and that you practice honor, courage, and commitment in your 
career now.  You state that after your discharge, you were diagnosed with schizoaffective 
disorder, ADHD, General Anxiety Disorder, among other things, and that it took you years to 
find the right solution of medication, but that you are good today.   
 
In connection with your assertion that you suffered from a mental health condition, the Board 
requested, and reviewed, the AO.  The AO reviewed your service record as well as your petition 
and the matters that you submitted.   According to the AO:  
 

Petitioner’s in-service record revealed enlistment and discharge physical 
examinations without history of mental health or substance abuse issues.  On his 
discharge report of medical assessment, he denied any mental health symptoms or 
conditions and was found physically qualified for discharge.  The remainder of 
Petitioner’s in-service records did not contain evidence of a diagnosis of a mental 
health condition or psychological / behavioral changes, which may have indicated 
a mental health condition.  Throughout his disciplinary actions, counselings, and 
administrative processing, there were no concerns noted which would have 
warranted referral to mental health resources.  Although he claimed a mental 
health condition, he did not provide any description of symptoms, which would 
meet the criteria for a mental health condition, indicate how those symptoms 
interfered with his ability to function, or linked any symptoms to his misconduct. 

 
The AO concluded, “it is my considered medical opinion the preponderance of objective 
evidence failed to establish Petitioner suffered from PTSD or other unfitting mental health 
condition at the time of his military service, or his in-service misconduct could be attributed to 
PTSD or other unfitting mental health condition.” 
 
Based upon its review, the Board concluded the potentially mitigating factors that you raised 
were insufficient to warrant relief.  With respect to your contention relating to a mental health 
condition, the Board concurred with the findings of the AO.  The Board noted that the AO 






