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authority that your request for a general (under honorable conditions) character of service be 
disapproved, and recommended separation under other than honorable conditions (OTH).  On  
31 May 1996, the separation authority denied your request for separation with a general (under 
honorable conditions) character of service in lieu of trial by court-martial.  On 7 June 1996, you 
acknowledged receipt of the separation authority’s decision.  
 
Unfortunately, the documents pertinent to your administrative separation are not in your official 
military personnel file (OMPF).  Specifically, your letter dated 13 May 1996 requesting for 
separation under other than honorable conditions in lieu of trial by court-martial and the 
separation authority’s decision document.  Notwithstanding, the Board relies on a presumption of 
regularity to support the official actions of public officers and, in the absence of substantial 
evidence to the contrary (as is the case at present), will presume that they have properly 
discharged their official duties.   
 
Based on the information contained on your Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active 
Duty (DD Form 214), it appears that you submitted a voluntary written request for an OTH 
discharge for separation in lieu of trial by court-martial.  In the absence of evidence to contrary, 
it is presumed that prior to submitting this voluntary discharge request, you would have 
conferred with a qualified military lawyer, you would have been advised of your rights and 
warned of the probable adverse consequences of accepting such a discharge.  As part of this 
discharge request, you would have acknowledged that your characterization of service upon 
discharge would be an OTH.  On 3 July 1996, you were discharged from the Navy with an OTH 
characterization of service by reason of in lieu of trial by court-martial. 
 
The Board carefully considered all potentially mitigating factors to determine whether the 
interests of justice warrant relief in your case in accordance with the Wilkie Memo.  These 
included, but were not limited to, your desire to upgrade your discharge character of service and 
submission of supporting documentation.  The Board also considered your contention that you 
completed the paperwork for a hardship discharge as per your command; your command knew of 
the issues that were going on with your two children.  You further state that you followed every 
protocol given to you by your command.  You were bringing your children to the ship every day 
until you were told by your division officer that you could call in; you were also told that you 
would get your discharge in the mail, but your discharge never came.  Additionally, as part of 
your post service accomplishments, you state that over the last 20 years, you have become a 
youth minister working with kids on a daily basis. 
 
Based upon this review, the Board concluded your potentially mitigating factors were 
insufficient to warrant relief.  Specifically, the Board determined that your misconduct, as 
evidenced by your NJP and subsequent separation at your request to avoid trial by court-martial 
for seven specifications of UA totaling 201 days, outweighed these mitigating factors. 
Accordingly, given the totality of the circumstances, the Board determined that your request does 
not merit relief. 
 
You are entitled to have the Board reconsider its decision upon submission of new matters, 
which will require you to complete and submit a new DD Form 149.  New matters are those not 
previously presented to or considered by the Board.  In this regard, it is important to keep in 






