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from the Sailor who participated in the event with you.  Finally, you presented additional service 
record documentation including awards and a medical suitability form from your command prior 
to your individual augmentation, which stated you had none of these medical conditions prior to 

 
 
The Board carefully considered your arguments in support of your reconsideration of your denial 
of CRSC.  Section 1413a of Title 10, United States Code, provides the statutory authority for 
payment of CRSC.  Based on procedures and criteria prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, it 
allows for payment of CRSC for combat-related disabilities incurred as a direct result of armed 
conflict, while engaged in hazardous service, in the performance of duty under conditions 
simulating war, or through an instrumentality of war.  In addition, CRSC may be awarded if a 
disability is attributable to an injury for which a Purple Heat was awarded.  The Office of the 
Under Secretary of Defense issued a Directive Type Memorandum on 27 April 2004 that 
provided guidance on CRSC.  Additionally, Department of Defense Regulation 7000.14-R 
(Financial Management Regulation) also addresses CRSC by stating “determinations of whether 
a disability is combat-related for CRSC will be based on the preponderance of available 
documentary information where quality of information is more important than quantity.  All 
relevant documentary information is to be weighed in relation to known facts and circumstances, 
and determinations will be made on the basis of credible, objective documentary information in 
the records as distinguished from personal opinion, speculation, or conjecture.”   
 
In order to assist it in reviewing your request, the Board sought the 6 July 2022 AO, which was 
considered unfavorable to your request.  According to the AO: 
 

In his application for CRSC, [Petitioner] stated his PTSD with bruxism, memory 
loss, and migraine headaches resulted from witnessing numerous IED explosions 
in close proximity to vehicles located ‘forward of the vehicle [he] was traveling 
in,’ as well as being ‘told that the  National Army had 10 percent 
Taliban as students that [his] team was teaching on a daily basis.’  For an injury or 
disability to meet the criteria for combat-related due to armed conflict, there must 
be a definite, documented, causal relationship between the armed conflict and the 
resulting disability.  [Petitioner’s] claim does not establish that his disability was 
the direct result of armed conflict and therefore does not meet CRSC program 
criteria. 
 
[Petitioner] stated that his lumbar radiculopathy, lumbosacral strain, and left 
shoulder impingement syndrome with rotator cuff tendonitis occurred as a result 
of falling out of his seatbelt during a HMMWV trainer evolution, in which the 
HMMWV simulates a vehicle rollover accident.  An Instrumentality of War 
combat-related determination require a direct causal relationship between the 
instrumentality and the disability.  Falling off, slipping, on, running into, tripping 
over, jumping off of, or attempting to lift an instrumentality of war does not meet 
CRSC program criteria, therefore   claim does not establish 
that the injury resulted from the operation or mishap of an instrumentality of war. 

 
 






