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were counseled for frequent involvement with military authorities.  You were advised that failure 
to take corrective action could result in administrative separation.  On 25 July 1985, you were 
referred to a Family Service Center for marriage counseling.  On 14 April 1987, a medical officer 
diagnosed you with marital problems and passive aggressive personality disorder.  On  
3 December 1987, you were arrested by civil authorities and charged with criminal domestic 
violence.  You were sentenced to confinement for 30 days, and two counts of contempt to court.  
On 5 January 1988, you were hospitalized in two occasions as a result of suicidal ideation.  On  
20 January 1988, you began a period of unauthorized absence (UA) which lasted 86 days and 
resulted in your apprehension by civil authorities.  On 2 June 1988, you were convicted by special 
court martial (SPCM) for a period of UA, disobedience of a superior chief petty officer, and 
wrongful possession of marijuana while on board of a vessel.  You were sentenced a Bad Conduct 
Discharge (BCD), reduction to the rank of E-1, confinement for 60 days, and forfeiture of pay.  
On 23 June 1988, a medical officer diagnosed you with personality disorder and marijuana abuse 
while recommending that you receive substance abuse treatment, which you refused.  On 
16 February 1989, your SPCM sentence was affirmed.  On 8 August 1989, you were discharged 
with a BCD characterization of service by reason of conviction by SPCM. 
 
The Board carefully considered all potentially mitigating factors to determine whether the 
interests of justice warrant relief in your case in accordance with the Wilkie Memo.  These 
included, but were not limited to, your desire for an upgrade to your discharge and contentions 
that you returned from deployment, found your wife in bed with another man, and went crazy.  
For purposes of clemency consideration, the Board noted you did not provide supporting 
documentation describing post-service accomplishments, or advocacy letters. 
 
As part of the Board’s review, a qualified mental health professional reviewed your request and 
provided the Board with an AO on 29 March 2022.  The AO stated in pertinent part: 
 

The Petitioner’s complete service performance record was not available for 
review, notably the charges for which he was convicted by special court martial 
were not found in the record.  While in military service, he was diagnosed with a 
personality disorder, which indicates a lifelong pattern of problematic behavior 
not suitable to military service.  Unfortunately, his personal statement is not 
sufficiently detailed to establish an alternative clinical diagnosis or a nexus with 
his misconduct.  Additional records (e.g., post-service mental health records 
describing the Petitioner’s diagnosis, symptoms, and their specific link to his 
misconduct) are required to render an alternate opinion. 

 
The AO concluded, “[b]ased on the available evidence, it is my clinical opinion that there is 
insufficient evidence of a mental health condition that may be attributed to military service. 
There is insufficient evidence that his misconduct could be attributed to a mental health 
condition.” 
 
Based upon this review, the Board concluded these potentially mitigating factors were insufficient 
to warrant relief.  Specifically, the Board determined that your misconduct, as evidenced by your 
NJPs and SPCM, outweighed these mitigating factors.  In making this finding, the Board 
considered the seriousness of your misconduct and the fact it included using marijuana onboard a 






