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of service.  On 2 January 1987, your Commanding Officer (CO) recommended to the separation 
authority that you be discharged with an OTH characterization of service.  A Naval Message, 
dated 31 January 1987, documents a medical officers’ evaluation of 2 December 1986.  It 
determined that you were psychologically dependent on cocaine but not physiologically 
dependent.  It further confirmed you as a drug and alcohol abuser who requires in-patient 
rehabilitation, adding that you desired rehabilitation.  On 19 February 1987, the separation 
authority agreed with the ADB and your CO’s recommendation, directing you be discharged with 
an OTH by reason for drug abuse.  Administrative remarks dated 26 February 1987, document 
you elected drug and alcohol treatment at a VA hospital.  On 8 April 1987, you received a second 
NJP for the wrongful use and possession of cocaine prior to your discharge on 30 April 1987. 
 
The Board carefully reviewed your application and considered all potentially mitigating factors 
to determine whether the interests of justice warrant relief in your case in accordance with the 
Wilkie Memo.  These included, but were not limited to, your desire to upgrade your discharge 
and your contentions that: (1) when you tested positive for cocaine you were a alcohol/drug 
addict, (2) you knew it was wrong and have been sober and clean since December 1992, (3) On 
your birthday in “10-76” you were drunk and someone gave you a ‘snort’, (4) you do not fully 
blame anyone but yourself for your behavior but there was no understanding of alcoholism or 
drug addiction as diseases in the 1980s military, (5) you did receive one good conduct medal and 
were really a good Sailor and Sonar Technician, (6) you were ready to die for your country if 
need be, (7) you have no arrest record and have been a law abiding citizen, and (8) you are 63 
years old.  The Board noted you did not submit advocacy letters or post-service documents to be 
considered for clemency purposes.   
 
Based upon this review, the Board concluded these potentially mitigating factors were 
insufficient to warrant relief.  Specifically, the Board determined that your misconduct, as 
evidenced by NJPs, outweighed these mitigating factors.  In making this finding, the Board 
considered the seriousness of your misconduct and the fact it included two separate drug 
offenses.  While the Board considered the evidence that you were likely addicted to drugs and 
alcohol, they determined this did not excuse your behavior.  Further, the Board noted that you 
admitted to preservice drug use in your application to this Board; a fact you withheld during your 
enlistment processing.  This led the Board to concluded, it was more likely than not, that you 
fraudulently entered the Navy.  Based on this finding, the Board felt it was inappropriate to 
mitigate your misconduct that had a nexus to your fraudulent behavior.  As a result, the Board 
concluded your conduct constituted a significant departure from that expected of a Sailor and 
continues to warrant an OTH characterization.  While the Board commends your post-discharge 
sobriety, after applying liberal consideration, the Board did not find evidence of an error or 
injustice that warrants upgrading your characterization of service or granting clemency in the 
form of an upgraded characterization of service.  Accordingly, given the totality of the 
circumstances, the Board determined your request does not merit relief.   
 
You are entitled to have the Board reconsider its decision upon the submission of new matters, 
which will require you to complete and submit a new DD Form 149.  New matters are those not 
previously presented to or considered by the Board.  In this regard, it is important to keep in 
mind that a presumption of regularity attaches to all official records.  Consequently, when  
 






