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official statement.  You were sentenced to be confined for 100 days, to forfeit $450.00 pay per 
month for four months, and a Bad Conduct Discharge (BCD).   
 
While confined you submitted a clemency request via the Prisoner Assignment and Clemency 
Board in the form of remission of your BCD.  You also requested to be separated with a General 
(Under Honorable Conditions) (GEN) characterization of service.  By a vote of 3-0, the Board 
voted against remission, stating that “the decision was based on lack of remorse, no restitution, 
and crime committed for personal gain.”   
 
On 27 October 1989, you were referred to a substance abuse evaluation and were diagnosed as an 
alcohol abuser.  The evaluation recommended you attend three alcoholics anonymous meetings 
per week for four weeks.  On 11 November 1989, you submitted a request for 
restoration/clemency in the form of (1) remissions of your discharge or (2) for your 
characterization of discharge to be upgraded to a GEN via the Naval Clemency and Parole Board 
(NCPB).  NCPB denied your request but documented you must be afforded the opportunity to 
attend a 30 day inpatient treatment program at a Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) hospital 
prior to being discharged.  On 2 January 1990, administrative remarks capture you were offered, 
but declined, the aforementioned treatment.  On 9 August 1991, you were discharged with a BCD 
characterization of service as a result of a court-martial. 
 
The Board carefully considered all potentially mitigating factors to determine whether the 
interests of justice warrant relief in your case in accordance with the Wilkie Memo.  These 
included, but were not limited to, your desire to upgrade your discharge and contentions: (1) you 
enlisted after dropping out of high school as a sophomore at 17; (2) you always wanted to be a 
Marine; (3) you came from a family of alcoholic and domestic abuse and carry the same 
alcoholic gene as your father; (4) you have accepted responsibility for your actions and have 
continually tried to better yourself and those around you; (5) you  have become a contributing 
member of society; (6) you have learned union trades in carpentry and as an electrical lineman; 
(7) you do all you can to help other veterans by volunteering with your local veterans 
organizations; (8) a discharge upgrade will help you to be a more productive member of society; 
(9) when you were not drinking you were an exceptional Marine, always at the top with the best 
Marines; (10) a different military occupational specialty (MOS) would have helped you; (11) 
your discharge from the USMC has been the most difficult thing to live with next to losing your 
daughter before she was born; and (12) you promise to never dishonor the Corps or your country 
and continue helping other veterans in whatever way you can.  For purposes of clemency 
consideration, the Board noted provided supporting documentation describing post-service 
accomplishments and advocacy letters. 
 
Based upon this review, the Board concluded these potentially mitigating factors were 
insufficient to warrant relief.  Specifically, the Board determined that your misconduct, as 
evidenced by your NJPs and SPCM, outweighed these mitigating factors.  In making this 
finding, the Board considered the seriousness of your misconduct and the lack of remorse you 
exhibited during your confinement.  Further, the Board took into consideration the negative 
impact your conduct likely had on the good order and discipline of your unit.  As a result, the 
Board concluded your conduct constituted a significant departure from that expected of a Marine 
and continues to warrant a BCD.  While the Board acknowledged and commended you for your 






