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days, failure to obey a lawful order from a superior noncommissioned officer, absence from your 
appointed place of duty, and wrongfully having in your possession an unauthorized liberty card.  
On 12 July 1969, you were convicted by a summary court-martial (SCM) of willfully disobeying 
a lawful order.  On 17 August 1969, you received your sixth NJP for disrespect towards a 
commissioned officer and wrongfully appearing without your proper uniform.  Unfortunately, 
the documents pertinent to your administrative separation are not in your official military 
personnel file (OMPF).  Notwithstanding, the Board relies on a presumption of regularity to 
support the official actions of public officers and, in the absence of substantial evidence to the 
contrary, will presume that they have properly discharged their official duties.  Based on the 
information contained on your Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty (DD Form 
214), you were separated from the Marine Corps on 17 September 1969, with an “Under Other 
Than Honorable Conditions” (OTH) characterization of service, your narrative reason for 
separation is “28B Par 6017.2b MARCORSEPMAN,” and your reenlistment code is “RE-4.” 
 
The Board carefully considered all potentially mitigating factors to determine whether the 
interests of justice warrant relief in your case in accordance with the Kurta, Hagel, and Wilkie 
Memos.  These included, but were not limited to, your desire to upgrade your discharge character 
of service and contentions that: 1) you incurred racial injustice during military service, which 
contributed to unjust punishment for minor misconduct; 2) you were unjustly exposed to overt 
racism, and discriminatory practices that led to you receiving an OTH discharge, which 
eliminated all of your military benefits; and 3) you have been diagnosed with PTSD and Acute 
Stress Disorder due to experiences of racial targeting and disrespect following the death of  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, and handcuffed to your bed and not allowed to seek refuge in the 
bunker during a mortar attack.  For purposes of clemency and equity consideration, the Board 
noted you provided supporting documentation describing post-service accomplishments but no 
advocacy letters.  
 
As part of the Board’s review, a qualified mental health professional reviewed your request and  
provided the Board with an AO on 20 September 2022.  The AO noted in pertinent part: 
 

During military service, the Petitioner was diagnosed with a personality disorder. 
This diagnosis was based on observed behaviors and performance during his period 
of service, the information he chose to disclose, and the psychological evaluation 
performed by two mental health clinicians. A personality disorder diagnosis is pre-
existing to military service by definition, and indicates lifelong characterological 
traits unsuitable for military service, since they are not typically amenable to 
treatment within the operational requirements of the military. The Petitioner has 
provided no medical evidence in support of his claims of PTSD. There are some 
inconsistencies in his statement that make it difficult to attribute his misconduct to 
symptoms of PTSD, rather than his diagnosed personality disorder.  His first NJP 
occurred prior to the purported incident regarding disrespect for the death of MLK. 
Inconsistent behavior and reporting to medical providers in service raised questions 
regarding the reliability of his report at the time. His in-service misconduct appears 
to be consistent with his diagnosed personality disorder, rather than evidence of 
PTSD or another mental health condition incurred in or exacerbated by military 






