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NJP.  On 20 August 1993, you received a second NJP for wrongfully using methamphetamines 
and, again, did not appeal this NJP.   
 
On 12 October 1993, you were notified of your impending administrative separation due to 
pattern of misconduct (POM) and drug abuse, at which time you waived your right to consult 
with military counsel and to have your case heard before and administrative discharge board.  
On 12 October 1993, your CO recommended you be expeditiously discharged for drug abuse.  On 
19 October 1993, the separation authority agreed with your CO and directed you be discharged by 
reason of misconduct for drug abuse with an Other Than Honorable (OTH) characterization.  On 
19 November 1993 you were so discharged. 
 
The Board carefully considered all potentially mitigating factors to determine whether the 
interests of justice warrant relief in your case in accordance with the Wilkie Memo.  These 
included, but were not limited to, your desire to upgrade your discharge and contentions that: (1) 
“I believe my urine test came back positive for meth, but may have ephedra which was in many 
of the supplements we were taking,” (2) “The best day of my life came when I graduated Parris 
Island,” (3) “During my time in the Corps I fought with Fox  in Desert Storm,” (4) you 
“recently learned that some of the over the counter supplements contained ephedra which can 
show up on the urine test,” (5) you “were discharged with three months left on your EAS (End of 
Active Service),” (6) and “one day I want to go to my reunion at the USMC Museum as an 
honorably discharged Marine and I would also like to buried as a Marine.”  For purposes of 
clemency consideration, the Board noted you did not provide supporting documentation 
describing post-service accomplishments or advocacy letters. 
 
Based upon this review, the Board concluded these potentially mitigating factors were 
insufficient to warrant relief.  Specifically, the Board determined that your misconduct, as 
evidenced by your two NJPs, outweighed these mitigating factors.  In making this finding, the 
Board considered the seriousness of your misconduct and the fact it included a drug offense.  
The Board was not persuaded by your arguments of innocent ingestion since you provided no 
evidence to substantiate your contention that supplements causes your positive urinalysis.  As a 
result, the Board concluded your conduct constituted a significant departure from that expected 
of a Marine and continues to warrant at OTH characterization.  After applying liberal 
consideration, the Board did not find evidence of an error or injustice that warrants upgrading 
your characterization of service or granting clemency in the form of an upgraded characterization 
of service.  Accordingly, given the totality of the circumstances, the Board determined that your 
request does not merit relief. 
 
You are entitled to have the Board reconsider its decision upon the submission of new matters, 
which will require you to complete and submit a new DD Form 149.  New matters are those not 
previously presented to or considered by the Board.  In this regard, it is important to keep in 
mind that a presumption of regularity attaches to all official records.  Consequently, when  
 
 
 
 
 






