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The record shows you commenced a period of unauthorized absence (UA) on 16 March 1988 
that concluded upon your return to military authorities on 29 March 1988, a period totaling 13 
days.  On 31 March 1988, you received non-judicial punishment (NJP) for UA and missing 
ship’s movement.  Additionally, you were issued an administrative remarks (Page 13) counseling 
concerning deficiencies in your performance and conduct.  On 8 April 1988, you received a 
second NJP for breaking restriction and were issued a Page 13 counseling concerning 
deficiencies in your performance and conduct.  On 2 May 1988, you received a mental health 
evaluation, you reported personal stress with your landlady but denied any psychiatric mental 
health symptoms. 
 
The record shows you commenced a period of unauthorized absence (UA) on 9 June 1988, that 
concluded upon your return to military authorities on 7 July 1988, a period totaling 28 days.  On 
15 July 1988, you again commenced a period of UA that concluded upon your apprehension and 
return to military authorities on 26 August 1988, a period totaling 42 days.  On 20 October 1988, 
you were convicted by a special court-martial (SPCM) of two specifications of UA, failure to go 
to your appointed place of duty, failure to obey a lawful order, and wrongful possession of 
cocaine.  As punishment, you were sentenced to confinement, forfeiture of pay, reduction in 
rank, and a Bad Conduct Discharge (BCD).  The BCD was subsequently approved at all levels of 
review and, on 20 September 1989, you were so discharged.  
 
The Board carefully considered all potentially mitigating factors to determine whether the 
interests of justice warrant relief in your case in accordance with the Kurta, Hagel, and Wilkie 
Memos.  These included, but were not limited to, your desire to change your discharge character 
of service and contentions that: (1) your behavior of the last six months of your service was 
because of alcoholism and drug addiction brought on by the discovery of a family member’s 
diagnosis of cancer and eventual death, (2) you requested help at your NJP and was denied, (3) 
his disease only got worse and led to your discharge, and (4) you have suffered from the negative 
effects of your BCD for almost 35 years, and would to see that end.  For purposes of clemency 
and equity consideration, the Board noted you provided a statement on your behalf but no 
supporting documentation describing post-service accomplishments or advocacy letters. 
 
As part of the Board’s review, a qualified mental health professional reviewed your request and 
provided the Board with an AO on 7 August 2023.  The AO stated in pertinent part: 
 

Petitioner was appropriately referred for psychological evaluation during his 
enlistment and properly evaluated during military service. The absence of mental 
health diagnosis was based on observed behaviors and performance during his 
period of service, the information he chose to disclose, and the psychological 
evaluation performed by the mental health clinician. Unfortunately, he has provided 
no medical evidence to support his claims. His personal statement is not sufficiently 
detailed to establish clinical symptoms in service or provide a nexus with his 
misconduct. Additional records (e.g., post-service mental health records describing 
the Petitioner’s diagnosis, symptoms, and their specific link to his misconduct) may 
aid in rendering an alternate opinion. 
 
 






