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For this petition, you again contend you warrant an Honorable discharge as you have been 
diagnosed with Schizoaffective disorder, related to your service connected disorder and the VA 
has characterized your service as Honorable.  As new evidence, you submit the VA Benefits 
decision letter dated 4 July 2023 and a personal statement; the remaining documents you 
submitted have previously been reviewed by the Board. 
 
The Board carefully reviewed your petition and the material that you provided in support of your 
petition, and disagreed with your rationale for relief.  In keeping with the letter and spirit of the 
Kurta Memo, the Board gave liberal and special consideration to your record of service, and your 
contentions about any traumatic or stressful events you experienced, and their possible adverse 
impact on your service, to include whether they qualified you for the military disability benefits 
you seek.  After thorough review, the Board concluded these potentially mitigating factors were 
insufficient to warrant relief.  
 
First, as stated in the Board’s previous decision, the VA's determination that your 28 days of 
active military service qualified as Honorable service has no applicability to the Navy.  Naval 
Military Personnel Manual (MILPERSMAN) Article 3630200, authorizes separation of a 
member during the first 180 days of service when the member has been found unqualified for 
further service and Article 3610300 specifies that the separation will be uncharacterized and 
described as Entry-Level Separation.  Consequently, the Board determined you were properly 
awarded an uncharacterized discharge based on your 28 days of active service. 
 
Second, the Board noted you did not disclose in your entrance medical examination that you had 
received treatment for depression.  In September 2001, you admitted to the medical staff that you 
were given medical advice prior to active duty to take medication and receive therapy for the 
condition.  You confirm this fact in your letter to the Board dated 3 July 2023.  Your contention 
that you were “able to control” the depression has no bearing on the fact that you were obligated 
to report the condition prior to entering active duty and you did not.  Consequently, the Board 
concluded you were properly discharged for an erroneous enlistment since you did not meet 
accession standards for the Navy.  In making this finding, the Board also concluded that you 
were fortunate that you were not processed for fraudulent enlistment.  Therefore, the Board 
determined you already received a large measure of clemency from the Navy, likely based on 
your mental health status at the time.  Therefore, after liberal consideration of all the evidence, 
the Board did not observe any error or injustice in your naval records.  Accordingly, given the 
totality of the circumstances, the Board determined that your request does not merit relief.   
 
You are entitled to have the Board reconsider its decision upon submission of new matters, 
which will require you to complete and submit a new DD Form 149.  New matters are those not 
previously presented to or considered by the Board.  In this regard, it is important to keep in 
mind that a presumption of regularity attaches to all official records.  Consequently, when  
 
 
 
 
 






