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your petition, the Board set forth the standard applicable to the Disability Evaluation System, and 
explained that you did not meet that standard when you were on active duty, as follows: 
 

As set forth in your separation documents, you were determined to have a condition 
that was not considered a disabling condition within the disability evaluation 
system.  In other words, the Board observed no evidence that you had any unfitting 
condition while on active duty.  With respect to a heart problem that you described 
as a reason for your late discovery of the alleged error in your naval record, the 
Board observed that you did not provide any information concerning your heart 
problem.  To the extent you cite your heart problem as a reason to support a medical 
retirement, there is no evidence relating to a heart problem in documents available 
to the Board, and you did not provide any.  Rather, as noted, all record evidence 
demonstrates that you were medically evaluated while you were on active duty, 
found to have a condition that existed prior to your entry in service, and separated 
based on that condition. 

 
In your current petition for reconsideration, you again request that your discharge be changed to 
a medical retirement.  In support of your request, you provided new evidence in the form of a  
15 February 2023 letter from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (VA), which awarded you a 
30% service connected disability for left atrial enlargement.   
 
The Board carefully reviewed all of your contentions and the material that you submitted in 
support of your petition for reconsideration, and the Board disagreed with your rationale for 
relief.  In reaching its decision, the Board reiterated that it found insufficient evidence that you 
qualify for military disability benefits through the Disability Evaluation System with a finding of 
unfitness, and it affirmed its prior denial of your petition.  The Board noted that the new matter 
that you provided did not contravene its prior decision that all of your record evidence 
demonstrates that you were medically evaluated while you were on active duty, found to have a 
condition that existed prior to your entry in service, and separated based on that condition.  With 
respect to your reliance upon a finding by the VA that you have manifested a heart condition, the 
Board noted that you were separated based upon a finding that you had knee pain that existed 
prior to your entry into service.  There is no indication in your records, and you did not provide 
any, that you had an unfitting heart condition while you were on active duty.  Further, the Board 
did not find the new matter you provided to be persuasive in that the VA does not make 
determinations as to fitness for service as contemplated within the service disability evaluation 
system.  Rather, eligibility for compensation and pension disability ratings by the VA is tied to 
the establishment of service connection and is manifestation-based without a requirement that 
unfitness for military duty be demonstrated.  In addition, the Board observed that your heart 
condition was rated by the VA approximately 25 years after your discharge from the Navy.   
Accordingly, given the totality of the circumstances, the Board determined that your request does 
not merit relief.     
  
You are entitled to have the Board reconsider its decision upon submission of new matters, 
which will require you to complete and submit a new DD Form 149.  New matters are those not 
previously presented to or considered by the Board.  In this regard, it is important to keep in 
mind that a presumption of regularity attaches to all official records.  Consequently, when   






