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c. Pursuant to reference (d), a person participating in the SBP on the day before the first day

of the open season may elect to discontinue such participation during the open season.  The open 

season described in this subsection is the period beginning on the date of the enactment of this 

Act and ending on 1 January 2024.  Reference (d) was enacted on 23 December 2022. 

d. On 5 January 2001, Petitioner married 

e. On 9 January 2023, Petitioner’s spouse signed DD Form 2656, Data for Payment of

Retired Personnel before a notary witness concurring with spouse’s SBP election. 

f. On 10 January 2023, Petitioner signed a DD Form 2656, Data for Payment of Retired

Personnel, electing to not participate in SBP coverage. 

g. Petitioner transferred to the Fleet Reserve effective 1 March 2023 and automatically

enrolled in SBP Spouse only coverage as a result of spouse signing DD Form 2656, Data for 

Payment of Retired Personnel before Petitioner. 

h. On 7 June 2023, Petitioner signed DD Form 2656-8, Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) –

Automatic Coverage Fact Sheet and annotated “*Stop SBP and refund me*”. 

i. On 5 August 2023, Petitioner signed the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) and Reserve

Component Survivor Benefit Plan (RCSBP) Open Season Election to Discontinue Participation 

form with spouse concurrence.  Defense Finance and Accounting Service denied the request on  

11 August 2023 indicating, “We received your request to discontinue from the Survivor Benefit 

Plan (SBP) coverage during the SBP Open Season.  After review, we have found that you are not 

eligible to discontinue for the following reason:  You were not enrolled in the Survivor Benefit 

Plan (SBP) as of December 22, 2022.” 

j. On 13 October 2023, Petitioner and spouse signed SBP Affidavit before a notary witness

requesting to decline SBP coverage. 

CONCLUSION 

Upon review and consideration of all the evidence of record, the Board finds the existence of an 

injustice warranting the following corrective action.  The Board concluded Petitioner provided 

sufficient evidence to reflect his and spouse’s desire to decline SBP coverage prior to 

transferring to the Fleet Reserve.  Although Petitioner did not complete the proper administrative 

requirements, the Board determined that under these circumstances, relief is warranted. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Petitioner’s naval record be corrected, where appropriate, to show that: 

Petitioner elected to decline participation in SBP with spouse concurrence prior to transferring to 

the Fleet Reserve effective 1 March 2023. 






