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APPLICABLE AUTHORITY/GUIDANCE

 
Air Force Manual (AFMAN) 36-2806, Awards and Memorialization Program:
 
Vietnam Service Medal. The Vietnam Service Medal is awarded to any member of the U.S. Armed
Forces serving in Vietnam, contiguous waters, or air space, including service in Thailand, Laos,
Cambodia, or their air space, on or after 4 July 1965 through 28 March 1973.  To qualify for award
of the Vietnam Service Medal a member must meet one of the following qualifications: be attached
to or regularly serve for 1 or more days with an organization participating in or directly supporting
military operations; or serve on temporary duty for 30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecutive days
in Vietnam or contiguous areas, except that time limit may be waived for personnel participating
in actual combat operations.

Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal. The Secretary of Defense approved acceptance and wear
of the medal on 7 February 1966. The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal was awarded to
members of the U.S. Armed Forces who between 1 March 1961 and 28 March 1973 who:  served
for 6 months in South Vietnam during the above dates; or served outside the geographical limits
of South Vietnam and contributed combat support to the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces for
an aggregate of six months. Only members of the U.S. Armed Forces who meet the criteria
established for the Air Force Expeditionary Medal (Vietnam) or the Vietnam Service Medal during
the period of service required are considered to have contributed direct combat support to the
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces. 
 
AIR FORCE EVALUATION

 
AFPC/DP3SP recommends denying the application.  After a thorough review of the applicant’s
official military personnel record, and documentation provided by the applicant, they were unable
to verify the award of the Vietnam Service Medal or the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal. 
Although the applicant provided a Request and Authorization for Temporary Duty and a Request
and Authorization for Change of Administrative Orders, and what appears to be a printout of an
older Report of Individual Personnel, this office is unable to, and cannot, verify awards based off
of orders as they can neither determine where the applicant actually went, nor for how long, and
therefore, are unable to verify that the orders were actually carried out.
 
The complete advisory opinion is at Exhibit G.
 

APPLICANT’S REVIEW OF AIR FORCE EVALUATION

 
The Board sent a copy of the advisory opinion to the applicant on 10 Jan 22 for comment
(Exhibit  H), and the applicant replied on 25 Jan 22.  In his response, the applicant acknowledges
that whether or not he was in country long enough to be eligible for the two awards is in dispute.
He states that he was sent on temporary duty (TDY) from  CA to ,
Thailand and that he was in country from approximately 24 Feb 72 to mid-Apr 72 when he was
returned to the Continental United States (CONUS) due to allergic reactions to mosquito bites. 
Furthermore, he was TDY to  Japan from Oct 72 to Jan 73 in support of air operations
and flew multiple missions in support of air operations in Southeast Asia (SEA), but unfortunately,
he has no flight records as evidence. However, he states that while in the Air Force Reserve, his
Consolidated Base Personnel Office reconciled his records to show entitlement for the two awards
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