
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
 
IN THE MATTER OF: DOCKET NUMBER:  BC-2020-03453
 
XXXXXXXXXX (MEMBER) COUNSEL:  NONE
 
XXXXXXXXXX (APPLICANT)  HEARING REQUESTED:  NO

APPLICANT�S REQUEST
 
Correct the servicemember�s official military personnel record to reflect award of the Air Medal
with two Oak Leaf Clusters 
 
APPLICANT�S CONTENTIONS
 
He is making this request as he is preparing records of family history and to support a plan to
include his father�s military records in a local World War II (WWII) memorial.  He began the
project by contacting the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) in Aug 19.  Over the years,
his father�s belongings have slowly disappeared and only few remain after his death in 2005.  He
hoped the NPRC could reproduce the missing records.  It was not until he contacted the NPRC
that he noticed the discrepancy in the records (missing awards) versus what is left of his father�s
documents and physical ribbons.  Complicating things is the fact that many records were
destroyed in the fire at the NPRC in 1973.  The investigation into his father�s service is now
limited and NPRC recommended he contact the Army Review Boards Agency.
 
His wife preserved an amazing collection of her father�s military history, and it inspired him to
reconstruct his own father�s military history.  He and his wife are in their late 60s, their parents
are gone, and their history, especially their contributions through their military service, is at risk
of being lost to their children and future generations.  He hopes to preserve his father�s history
for the future and to honor his service to our country.
 
He has provided documents which remain in his father�s records, the most important of these
being a copy of a letter dated 1 Jun 45 which certifies his father is authorized to wear certain
decorations, including the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters.  He also included a
photograph of his father�s ribbon rack which includes a ribbon representing that award.
 
The applicant�s complete submission is at Exhibit A.
 
STATEMENT OF FACTS
 
The applicant is the son of an honorably discharged Army Air Forces sergeant (E-4).
 
On 1 Jun 45, according to Headquarters, XX Weather Reconnaissance Squadron APO #XX
memorandum, provided by the applicant, the servicemember was authorized and entitled to wear
the Air Medal, with two Oak Leaf Clusters; Good Conduct Medal; Nine Bronze Battle Stars,
Campaign; Distinguished Unit Badge, European Theatre Ribbon; and Air Crew Insignia.
 
On 11 Apr 42, according to WD AGO Form 100, Army Qualification Separation Record,
provided by the applicant, the servicemember entered active service and his  military occupations
were Radio Operator and Radio Mechanic.



On 2 Oct 45, according to WD AGO Form 53-55, Enlisted Record and Report of Separation �
Honorable Discharge, provided by the applicant, Block 33, Decorations and Citations, reflects:
Distinguished Unit Badge; European-African-Middle Eastern Service Medal; Good Conduct
Medal. 
 
On 15 Sep 05, according to Certificate of Death, provided by the applicant, the servicemember
died.
 
On 4 Nov 19, according to NPRC letter, provided by the applicant, a complete Official Military
Personnel File for the servicemember is not in their files; however, per a partially reconstructed
file, the servicemember was authorized the Good Conduct Medal;  Presidential Unit Citation;
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, with 2 silver stars; World War II Victory
Medal; and Honorable Service Lapel Button (WWII).
 
On 11 Dec 19, according to NPRC letter, provided by the applicant, no record was found that
authorized the servicemember award of the Air Medal, with two Oak Leaf Clusters.  The
applicant was referred to the Army Review Boards Agency.
 
On 26 Oct 20, according to Army Review Boards Agency letter, provided by the applicant, his
request for correction was referred to the Air Force for adjudication, in accordance with
Army/Air Force agreement dated 11 Oct 57.
 
For more information, see the excerpt of the applicant�s record at Exhibit B and the advisory at
Exhibit C.
 
AIR FORCE EVALUATION
 
AFPC/DP3SP (Recognition Program) recommends denying the application.  Based on
documentation presented and review of the official record, there is no error/injustice as the
servicemember does not meet the established criteria for award of the Air Medal with two
Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters.  In accordance with Department of Defense Manual (DoDM)
1348.33, Volume 3, Manual of Military Decorations and Awards:  DoD-Wide Personal
Performance and Valor Decorations, dated 21 Dec 16 (Change 2, dated 13 Oct 20), paragraph
3.9., the Air Medal, as authorized by Executive Order 9158 as amended by Executive Order
9242-A, may be awarded by the Secretary of the Military Department concerned to any person
who, while serving in any capacity with the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or Air Force,
subsequent to 8 Sep 39, distinguishes himself or herself by meritorious achievement while
participating in an aerial flight or for combat or non-combat action in recognition of single acts
of valor, heroism, or merit while participating in an aerial flight.
 
Per NPRC memorandum, dated 4 Nov 19, the servicemember�s official military personnel record
was not found as records maintained by NPRC during 12 Jul 73 may have been destroyed in the
fire; therefore, only limited documentation was provided.
 
In support of his request, the applicant provided: (1) WD AGO 53-55, Enlisted Record and
Report of Separation � Honorable Discharge, dated 2 Oct 45; and (2) Memorandum from
Headquarters, XX Reconnaissance Squadron, dated 1 Jun 45, which states the servicemember
was authorized and entitled to wear the following awards and decorations:  The Air Medal, with
two Oak Leaf Clusters; Good Conduct Medal, nine Bronze Battle Stars; Distinguished Unit
Badge; and the European Theatre ribbon.  However, award of the Air Medal with two Bronze
Oak Leaf Clusters could not be verified as there was no official documentation found such as a
signed certificate, citation, and special order.  To grant relief would be contrary to the criteria
established by DoDM 1348.33.



The complete advisory opinion is at Exhibit C.
 
APPLICANT�S REVIEW OF AIR FORCE EVALUATION
 
The Board sent a copy of the advisory opinion to the applicant on 22 Mar 23 for comment
(Exhibit D) but has received no response.
 
FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION
 
1.  The application was not timely filed.
 
2.  The applicant exhausted all available non-judicial relief before applying to the Board.
 
3.  After reviewing all Exhibits, the Board concludes the applicant is not the victim of an error or
injustice.   The applicant provided a copy of a letter dated 1 Jun 45 he believes authorizes his
father to wear the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters; however, in the absence of official
documentation such as a signed certificate, citation, or special order, award of the Air Medal
with two Oak Leaf Clusters could not be verified.  Therefore, the Board concurs with the
rationale and recommendation of AFPC/DP3SP and finds a preponderance of the evidence does
not substantiate the applicant�s contentions. The Board also notes the applicant did not file the
application within three years of discovering the alleged error or injustice, as required by Section
1552 of Title 10, United States Code, and Air Force Instruction (DAFI) 36-2603, Air Force
Board for Correction of Military Records (AFBCMR).  While the applicant asserts a date of
discovery within the three-year limit, the Board does not find the assertion supported by a
preponderance of the evidence.  The Board does not find it in the interest of justice to waive the
three-year filing requirement.  Therefore, the Board finds the application untimely and
recommends against correcting the applicant�s records.
 
RECOMMENDATION
 
The Board recommends informing the applicant the application was not timely filed; it would not
be in the interest of justice to excuse the delay; and the Board will reconsider the application
only upon receipt of relevant evidence not already presented.
 
CERTIFICATION
 
The following quorum of the Board, as defined in DAFI 36-2603, paragraph 2.1, considered
Docket Number BC-2020-03453 in Executive Session on 21 Sep 23:
 

, Panel Chair 
, Panel Member
, Panel Member

 
All members voted against correcting the record.  The panel considered the following:
 

Exhibit A: Application, DD Form 149, w/atchs, dated 22 Jan 20.
Exhibit B: Documentary evidence, including relevant excerpts from official records.
Exhibit C: Advisory opinion, AFPC/DP3SP, dated 27 Dec 22.
Exhibit D: Notification of advisory, SAF/MRBC to applicant, dated 22 Mar 23.



X

Board Operations Manager, AFBCMR

Taken together with all Exhibits, this document constitutes the true and complete Record of
Proceedings, as required by DAFI 36-2603, paragraph 4.12.9.


