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For more information, see the excerpt of the applicant’s record at Exhibit B and the advisory at 
Exhibit C. 
 
AIR FORCE EVALUATION 
 
AFPC/DPFC (SBP Program) recommends denying the application, indicating there is no evidence 
of an Air Force error or injustice nor any basis in the law to grant the request. The applicant was 
briefed on the options and effects of the SBP on 24 March 2023.  She signed the Report on 
Individual Person after the one-on-one briefing acknowledging she understood the information 
that was briefed and was provided a copy. An SBP election can be made any time prior to the date 
of retirement to include changes in election coverage. 10 U.S.C., § 1448a(a), provides for a one-
year period beginning on the 25th month and ending on the 36th month following commencement 
of retired pay, during which SBP participants may choose to voluntarily discontinue their 
participation.  If the retiree fails to exercise the dis-enrollment option during the one-year eligibility 
period, the SBP election is considered permanent and is irrevocable as long as the beneficiary 
remains eligible.  
 
On 24 March 2023, the applicant signed the DD Form 2656, electing not to participate in SBP. A 
memorandum was sent to the spouse from the applicant’s SBP counselor on 11 April 2023, stating 
if he agreed with the declination, he was to return the signed and notarized copy of the DD Form 
2656 back to the applicant’s SBP counselor. The memorandum also stated if the documents were 
not returned prior to the applicant’s retirement date the spouse SBP coverage would be established 
based on full gross retired pay which is the maximum coverage. Furthermore, a preaddressed 
envelope was provided for the spouse as a convenience for returning the document. 
 
The DD Form 2656 signed by the applicant without her spouse’s concurrence was uploaded into 
her Automated Records Management System records.  Per supporting documents submitted by the 
applicant, the spouse concurrence for declining SBP coverage on the DD Form 2656 was not 
accomplished until 27 November 2023, the applicant’s retirement date was 10 July 2023.  
 
Her spouse contends he signed and notarized the document through his local legal office and the 
legal office was going to send the signed DD Form 2656 to his spouses SBP Counselor.  However, 
there is no copy of the signed and notarized DD Form 2656 nor is there a memorandum from the 
spouse’s legal office provided to support this claim.  
 
For the applicant’s retired pay account to be established, the DD Form 2656 was submitted to 
DFAS without the spouse’s concurrence in order for there to be no delay in the applicant being 
paid.  The applicant was auto-enrolled due to not receiving a spouse concurrence on the election 
to decline SBP.  The applicant received a letter from DFAS on 10 June 2024 showing a balance of 
SBP premiums starting from October 2023. At that point the applicant reached out to her local 
SBP counselor to determine why she was receiving a debt for SBP spouse coverage.  The applicant 
is eligible to terminate coverage during the one-year window 25th through the 36th month from 
her retirement date. 
 
The complete advisory opinion is at Exhibit C. 
 
APPLICANT’S REVIEW OF AIR FORCE EVALUATION 
 
The Board sent a copy of the advisory opinion to the applicant on 7 August 2024, for comment 
(Exhibit D), but has received no response. 
 








