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GENERAL: The applicant appeals for upgrade of discharge to honorable.

The applicant appeared and testified before the Discharge Review Board (DRB), without counsel, via video teleconference between Andrews AFB Maryland and Travis AFB California on 22 Sep 2014.

The following additional exhibits were submitted at the hearing:
Exhibit   #6: Applicant's DD Form 293 (dtd 2008, 2010, & 201 1); DD Form 149 (dtd 2008 & 2009) Exhibit   #7: Applicant's VA Ratings Decision Letter
Exhibit    #8: Applicant's VA Denial Decision  Letter for MGIB Exhibit   #9: Letter from Spirit Rock, dtd 2 1 May 2014
Exhibit # I 0: Pictures presented to board via VTC during pre-brief

The attached brief contains available pertinent data on the applicant and the factors leading to the discharge.

FINDING: The Board finds that neither the evidence ofrecord nor that provided by applicant substantiates an impropriety that would justify a change of the discharge service characterization. However, based upon the record and evidence provided by applicant, the Board finds the applicant's reason and authority for discharge inequitable.

ISSUE: The Air Force Discharge Review Board, under its responsibility to examine the propriety and equity of an Applicant's discharge, is authorized to change the character of service and the reason for discharge if such change is warranted. In reviewing discharges, the Board presumes regularity in the conduct of governmental affairs unless there is substantial credible evidence to rebut the presumption, to include evidence submitted by the applicant.

	Applicant contends she never tested positive for drugs on active duty. Discharge for drug abuse does not require a positive urinalysis. However, it does require a preponderance of evidence to support the basis for discharge. In this case, the discharge was supported by a statement from the applicant on an AF Form 1 168, "Statement of  Suspect, Witness or Complainant" (with regard to a room inspection, various suspicious contents, in-service drug use and prior drug use) which  was not available in the record. There was no corroborating evidence to support her admission; e.g., mushrooms with hallucinogenic properties where not found in  her possession, etc. The applicant testified she consumed mushrooms while on active duty; however, they were not taken for hallucinogenic purposes and did not produce a hallucinogenic effect. The Board found the applicant credible. Given the above, the Board found that the evidence did not supp01i drug abuse as a basis for discharge.


	Applicant contends she was delusional from schizophrenia which was diagnosed "in the service." The medical record does not support the applicant's contention. A review of the record shows she was given an Axis I diagnosis of adjustment disorder with mixed anxiety and depression and an axis II diagnosis of personality disorder with schizotypal and borderline traits. She provided a letter from her mental health provider (dated 2 November 2010) which attributes her admissions regarding drug use to schizophrenia and states they were untrue. However, at the hearing, the applicant testified that she had pre-service expe1iences with mushrooms that altered her mood/function, i.e., produced hallucinogenic effects. She conveyed at least one experience at age 15. In this case, the applicant's statements do, contrary to responses on the enlistment paperwork, record responses from the applicant that she used illegal/illicit drugs repeatedly prior to her enlistment. Unfortunately, each applicant is responsible for his/her responses on official documentation. The actions of the applicant were determined to be fraudulent.





CONCLUSION: The Discharge Review Board concludes that one basis for discharge (drug abuse) was inconsistent with the procedural and substantive requirements of the discharge regulation and finds the applicant was not provided full administrative due process. However, the discharge for fraudulent enlistment was proper.

In view of the foregoing findings, the Board further concludes that there exists no legal or equitable basis for upgrade of the discharge, but the reason for the discharge is more accurately described as Secretarial Authority under the provisions of Title 10, USC 1553.

Attachment: Examiner's Brief

