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AIR FORCE DISCHARGE REVIEW BOARD DECISIONAL RATIONALE
CASE NUMBER

FD-2014-00246

GENERAL: The applicant appeals for upgrade of discharge characterization to General.

The applicant appeared and testified before the Discharge Review Board (DRB), via video teleconference between Joint Base Andrews, MD and Robins AFB, GA on 5 December 2016.

No additional exhibits were submitted and no witnesses were present at the hearing.

The attached brief contains available pertinent data on the applicant and the factors leading to the discharge.

FINDING: The Board finds insufficient evidence of an inequity or impropriety that would warrant a change to the applicant’s discharge.

DISCUSSION: The Air Force Discharge Review Board, under its responsibility to examine the propriety and equity of an applicant’s discharge, is authorized to change the characterization of service and the reason for discharge if such change is warranted. In reviewing discharges, the Board presumes regularity in the conduct of governmental affairs unless there is substantial credible evidence to rebut the presumption, to include evidence submitted by the applicant. The Board completed a thorough review of the circumstances that led to the discharge and the discharge process to ensure the discharge met the pertinent standards of equity and propriety.

The applicant received a Bad Conduct Discharge, a punitive discharge, as part of the sentence resulting from a Special Court-Martial conviction. Under the provisions of Title10, United States Code, Section 1553, the only basis for a change of a Bad Conduct Discharge (BCD) is clemency.

The applicant explains she was placed in a precarious position by her mother prior to her Permanent Change of Station (PCS) to Osan AB, Korea. As a result, the applicant committed Basic Allowance Housing (BAH) fraud. She falsified official documentation stating she relocated her children in order to receive a higher rate BAH. Although the applicant later self-reported the violation, she was court-martialed and found guilty. The applicant contends she has learned from her mistakes and has lived with the stigma of her BCD; therefore, she requested an upgrade.

CONCLUSION: The Discharge Review Board concludes that the discharge was consistent with the procedural and substantive requirements of the discharge regulation, was within the discretion of the discharge authority, and that the applicant was provided full administrative due process.

The Discharge Review Board concluded that the applicant’s punitive discharge by Special Court-Martial is appropriate under the facts and circumstances of this case and there is insufficient basis, as an act of clemency, for change of discharge.


Attachment: Examiner's Brief


