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Department of the Army

BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORDS
1941 JEFFERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY 2ND FLOOR
ARLINGTON, VA  22202-4508

ABCMR Record of Proceedings (cont)                                                     AR2003088923


RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS


IN THE CASE OF:        mergerec 

 mergerec 

BOARD DATE:            13 November 2003


DOCKET NUMBER:   AR2003088923mergerec 

I certify that hereinafter is recorded the true and complete record of the proceedings of the Army Board for Correction of Military Records in the case of the above-named individual.  

	
	Mr. Carl W. S. Chun
	
	Director

	
	Mr. Luis Almodova
	
	Analyst


The following members, a quorum, were present:

	
	Mr. Arthur A. Omartian
	
	Chairperson

	
	Ms. Eloise C. Prendergast
	
	Member

	
	Mr. Ronald E. Blakely
	
	Member



The applicant and counsel if any, did not appear before the Board.


The Board considered the following evidence:


Exhibit A - Application for correction of military records.


Exhibit B - Military Personnel Records (including advisory opinion, if any).

THE APPLICANT'S REQUEST, STATEMENT, AND EVIDENCE:  

1.  The applicant requests, in effect, that his rank and pay grade be corrected and that the Army Commendation Medal that he received while in Vietnam be added to his DD Form 214, Armed Forces of the United States Report of Transfer or Discharge.

2.  The applicant states, in effect, that the rank and pay grade shown on his DD Form 214 is incorrect.  The applicant contends that he was promoted to the rank and pay grade, Specialist Five, E-5, in September 1968.  The applicant further states that the Army Commendation Medal is not shown on his DD Form 214 and he would like to have it added.

3.  The applicant provided nothing in support of his application, beyond his contentions on DD Form 149, Application for Correction of Military Record.

CONSIDERATION OF EVIDENCE: 

1.  The applicant was inducted into the Army of the United States on 21 November 1966.  Following completion of basic combat training, he completed advanced individual training and was awarded the primary military occupational specialty (MOS) 91A, Medical Corpsman.

2.  The applicant was assigned to Vietnam and he arrived there on 11 May 1967.  He was assigned to Company C, 1st Medical Battalion, 1st Infantry Division.  The applicant remained in this unit until 6 May 1968 when he was returned to the United States for assignment to Fort Hood, Texas.

3.  The applicant was awarded the Army Commendation Medal for meritorious service for the period May 1967 to April 1968 in General Orders Number 3270, Headquarters, 1st Infantry Division, dated 8 April 1968.  This award was not added to Item 41 (Awards and Decorations), of the applicant's DA Form 20, Enlisted Qualification Record, despite the fact that the orders were filed in his service personnel record.

4.  The applicant was released from active duty, under the provisions of Army Regulation (AR) 635-200, chapter 2, section VI, at the expiration of his term of service, in the rank and pay grade of Specialist Four (SP4), E-4, with 2 years active military service.  Block 24 (Decorations, Medals, Badges, Commendations, Citations and Campaign Ribbons Awarded or Authorized) of his DD Form 214 shows he earned the following awards:  the National Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal with three bronze service stars, the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, the Combat 

Medical Badge, and the Marksman Marksmanship Qualification Badge with Rifle Bar.  The Army Commendation Medal the applicant was awarded is not shown on his DD Form 214.

5.  The applicant's DD Form 214 shows entitlement to the Vietnam Service Medal; however, it does not show the correct number of bronze service stars to which the applicant is entitled for campaign participation.

6.  While in Vietnam, the applicant participated in the following four campaigns:  the Vietnam Counteroffensive, Phase II, which extended from 1 July 1966 through 31 May 1967; the Vietnam Counteroffensive, Phase III, which extended from 1 June 1967 through 29 January 1968; the Tet Counteroffensive, which extended from 30 January through 1 April 1968; and the Vietnam Counteroffensive, Phase IV, which extended from 2 April through 30 June 1968. 

7.  AR 600-8-22, in pertinent part, authorizes award of a bronze service star, based on qualifying service, for each campaign listed in its Appendix B and states that authorized bronze service stars will be worn on the appropriate service medal, in this case, the Vietnam Service Medal.

8.  DA Pamphlet 672-3, Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit Register, dated 29 January 1988, which lists unit awards received by units serving in Vietnam, shows that the 1st Medical Battalion was awarded the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross, with Palm, Unit Citation, for the period 12 July 1965 through 16 October 1968, by Department of the Army General Order (DAGO) Number 21, dated 1969; three awards of the Meritorious Unit Commendation (in effect, the Meritorious Unit Commendation with two oak leaf clusters) for the period 1 April 1967 through 30 September 1967, by DAGO 48, dated 1968; for the period 1 October 1967 through 31 March 1968, by DAGO 55, dated 1968; and for the period 1 April 1968 through 30 September 1968, by DAGO 31, dated 1969.  The 1st Medical Battalion was also awarded the Republic of Vietnam Civil Actions Honor Medal, First Class, Unit Citation, for the period 12 July 1965 through 7 April 1970 by DAGO 53, dated 1970.  These unit awards are not shown on the applicant's DD Form 214.

9.  Item 2 (Grade) and Item 3 (Date of Rank), of the applicant's DA Form 20, show that he was promoted to SP4 on 18 November 1967.  Item 33 (Appointments and Reductions) of the applicant's DA Form 20 shows the same information.  There are no orders in the applicant's service personnel records to indicate that he was promoted to the rank and pay grade of Specialist Five, E-5.

10.  On 13 November 1968, the applicant underwent a security debriefing before his release from active duty.  In conjunction with this debriefing, the applicant signed a DA Form 2962, Security Termination Statement and Debriefing Certificate.  The rank shown on this document is, SP4.

11.  On 21 January 1969, the applicant reviewed and signed a USAAC Form 170, Army Reserve Personnel Date Review.  The applicant disagreed with the grade shown in Block 3.B., "SP4," and in Block 3.C., he entered, "Sp/5" as his grade.

12.  On 17 February 1969, the Office of the Adjutant General, US Army Administration Center sent him a letter and notified him that, "Your records do not contain a copy of a promotion orders for the grade change you indicated on the USAAC form you completed recently."  The applicant was asked if he had a copy of the order verifying his claim to underline his name on the order for identification purposes and to forward it to the center.  There is no documentary evidence that the applicant submitted a copy of promotion orders to the center.

13.  AR 672-5-1, then in effect, provides that the Good Conduct Medal is awarded to individuals who distinguish themselves by their conduct, efficiency and fidelity during a qualifying period of active duty enlisted service.  This period is 3 years except in those cases when the period for the first award ends with the termination of a period of Federal military service.  All conduct (character) and efficiency ratings must be recorded as "Excellent."  Although there is no automatic entitlement to the Good Conduct Medal, disqualification must be justified.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS:

1.  The applicant was awarded the Army Commendation Medal for meritorious service in Vietnam.  This award is not shown on his DD Form 214 and it would be appropriate to add this award to the applicant's separation document at this time.

2.  The applicant consistently had "Excellent" conduct and efficiency ratings throughout his active duty service.  He attained the rank and pay grade of Specialist Four, E-4, was awarded the Army Commendation Medal for his Vietnam service, the Combat Medical Badge for performance of his assigned duties in a hostile fire area under combat conditions, and there is no record of lost time or any evidence of a lapse in good conduct in the applicant's service personnel records.  Based on this excellent service, the failure of the applicant to receive a Good Conduct Medal can be attributed to administrative oversight.  He is therefore entitled to award of the Good Conduct Medal for the period 21 November 1966 through 20 November 1968 and to have it added to his DD Form 214.

3.  The applicant participated in four campaigns during his tour of duty in Vietnam.  He is therefore entitled to award of one additional bronze service star, for a total of four bronze service stars, to be affixed to his already-awarded Vietnam Service Medal and to have them shown on his separation document.

4.  The applicant served in a unit, the 1st Medical Battalion, 1st Infantry Division, during his tour of duty in Vietnam.  This unit was awarded the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross, with Palm, Unit Citation, three awards of the Meritorious Unit Commendation (in effect, the Meritorious Unit Commendation, with two oak leaf clusters), and the Republic of Vietnam Civil Actions Honor Medal, First Class, Unit Citation, at the time the applicant was a member of the unit.  These unit awards are not shown on his DD Form 214.  He is entitled to these unit awards and it would be appropriate to have them added to his separation document at this time.

5.  There is no documentary evidence, and the applicant has provided none, that he was promoted to the rank and pay grade, Specialist Five, E-5, while he served in the Army.

6.  In view of the foregoing, the applicant’s records should be corrected as recommended below.

BOARD VOTE:
__ecp___  __reb ___  __ao____  GRANT RELIEF 

________  ________  ________  GRANT FORMAL HEARING

________  ________  ________  DENY APPLICATION

BOARD DETERMINATION/RECOMMENDATION:

1.  The Board determined that the evidence presented was sufficient to warrant a recommendation for partial relief.  As a result, the Board recommends that all Department of the Army records, of the individual concerned, be corrected by:


a.  awarding the applicant:  the Good Conduct Medal for the period 21 November 1966 through 20 November 1968; an additional bronze service star to be added to his already awarded three bronze service stars to be affixed to his Vietnam Service Medal; the Meritorious Unit Commendation, with two oak leaf clusters; the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross, with Palm, Unit Citation; and the Republic of Vietnam Civil Actions Honor Medal, First Class, Unit Citation; and adding these awards to the applicant's DD Form 214; and 


b.  adding the already-awarded Army Commendation Medal to the applicant's DD Form 214.

2.  The Board further determined that the evidence of record is insufficient to warrant a portion of the requested relief.  As a result, the Board recommends denial of so much of the application that pertains to correction of the applicant's DD Form 214 to show the rank and pay grade of Specialist Five, E-5, on the date of his release from active duty.



____Arthur A. Omartian____


        CHAIRPERSON
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