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  IN THE CASE OF:   
       
 
  BOARD DATE: 20 October 2023 
 
  DOCKET NUMBER: AR20230002924 
 
 
APPLICANT REQUESTS: Correction of her DD Form 214 (Certificate of Release or 
Discharge from Active Duty) to show the spelling of her first name as  in lieu of 

as currently listed on her DD Form 214. 
 
APPLICANT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENT(S) CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD: 
 

• DD Form 149 (Application for Correction of Military Record) 

• DD Form 214 

• Certificate of Birth from the Bureau of Vital Statistics, City of Newark, New Jersey 

 
FACTS: 
 
1.  The applicant did not file within the 3-year time frame provided in Title 10, U.S. 
Code, section 1552(b); however, the Army Board for Correction of Military Records 
(ABCMR) conducted a substantive review of this case and determined it is in the 
interest of justice to excuse the applicant's failure to timely file. 
 
2.  The applicant states her first name is spelled incorrectly on her DD Form 214. When 
she joined the military, she spelled her first name as , but her DD Form 214 
shows her first name as  Her birth certificate lists her first name as  
she would like her DD Form 214 to show her first name as it is listed on her Certificate 
of Birth. 
 
3.  The applicant enlisted in the Regular Army on 9 September 1979. The DD Form 4/1 
(Enlistment Contract) and all other documents in her service record show her first name 
as  
 
4.  On 24 December 1975, the applicant was honorably discharged from active duty. 
She completed 3 years and 1 month of active service. The DD Form 214 for this period 
of active service shows her first name as  
 
5.  The applicant provides a Certificate of Birth from the Bureau of Vital Statistics, City of 

Newark, New Jersey reflecting the requested first name. 
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6.  Army Regulation (AR) 635-5 (Separation Documents) provides that the DD Form 

214 is a summary of the Soldier's most recent period of continuous active duty. The 

information entered thereon reflects the conditions as they existed at the time of 

separation. 
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REFERENCES: 
 
1.  Title 10, U.S. Code, section 1552(b), provides that applications for correction of 
military records must be filed within 3 years after discovery of the alleged error or 
injustice. This provision of law also allows the ABCMR to excuse an applicant's failure to 
timely file within the 3-year statute of limitations if the ABCMR determines it would be in 
the interest of justice to do so. 
 
2.  Army Regulation (AR) 15-185 (ABCMR) prescribes the policies and procedures for 
correction of military records by the Secretary of the Army, acting through the ABCMR. 
The ABCMR begins its consideration of each case with the presumption of 
administrative regularity, which is that what the Army did was correct. 
 
3.  AR 635-5 provides that the DD Form 214 is a summary of the Soldier's most recent 
period of continuous active duty. The information entered thereon reflects the conditions 
as they existed at the time of separation. Item 1 states enter name in order shown on 
DD Form 214, using all capital letters, and including abbreviation for junior, senior, 
second, when appropriate. 
 

//NOTHING FOLLOWS// 




