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IN THE CASE OF:   

BOARD DATE: 28 March 2024 

DOCKET NUMBER: AR20230008418 

APPLICANT REQUESTS:  in effect, correction of his DD Form 214 (Certificate of 
Release or Discharge from Active Duty) to show his deployment in support of:  

 Operation Just Cause (Panama) from 20 December 1989 to 31 January 1990
 the post-invasion of Panama from 1 February 1990 to 13 June 1990
 the Los Angeles riots on 29 April 1992

APPLICANT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENT(S) CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD: 

 DD Form 149 (Application for Correction of Military Record)
 DD Form 214
 VA Form 21-4138 (Department of Veterans Affairs Statement in Support of

Claim)
 list of deployments
 13 photographs

FACTS: 

1. The applicant did not file within the 3-year time frame provided in Title 10, U.S.
Code, section 1552(b); however, the Army Board for Correction of Military Records
(ABCMR) conducted a substantive review of this case and determined it is in the
interest of justice to excuse the applicant's failure to timely file.

2. The applicant states he was in the 7th Infantry Division from 3 October 1989 to
10 January 1993. He was in the post invasion of Panama and the Los Angeles riots. He
would like this added because it is what he went through, and he wants documentation
of the sacrifices he made.

3. The applicant enlisted in the Regular Army on 3 October 1989.

4. The applicant’s personnel file is void of records showing his assignments while on
active duty.

5. The applicant was honorably released from active duty on 8 January 1993. His
DD Form 214 shows:



ABCMR Record of Proceedings (cont) AR20230008418 
 
 

2 

 
 his last duty assignment as Company A, 5th Battalion, 21st Infantry, Fort Ord, CA 
 the Army Service Ribbon, National Defense Service Medal, and Army Good 

Conduct Medal 
 no time credited for foreign service 

 
6.  The applicant immediately enlisted in the California Army National Guard on 
9 January 1993. He was honorably discharged on 19 July 1997. 
 
7.  The applicant did not provide orders or other official records demonstrating he was 
deployed to Panama or provided support for the Los Angeles riots nor does his military 
service record document such service.  
 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION: 
 
1.  After reviewing the application, all supporting documents, and the evidence found 
within the military record, the Board found relief is not warranted. 
 
2.  The Board found insufficient evidence in the available service records to confirm the 
applicant’s claim to have been deployed in support of Operation Just Cause or related 
operations or the Los Angeles riots. In the absence of evidence confirming his claim, the 
Board determined the requested relief should be denied. 
 
 
BOARD VOTE: 
 
Mbr 1 Mbr 2 Mbr 3 
 
: : : GRANT FULL RELIEF 
 
: : : GRANT PARTIAL RELIEF 
 
: : : GRANT FORMAL HEARING 
 

   DENY APPLICATION 
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service members who served in Panama during Operation Just Cause from 
20 December 1989 to 31 January 1990.   
 

//NOTHING FOLLOWS// 




