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IN THE CASE OF:    

BOARD DATE: 13 June 2024 

DOCKET NUMBER: AR20230012612 

APPLICANT REQUESTS: correction his DD Form 214 (Report of Separation from 
Active Duty) for the period ending 19 September 1977 to show he was awarded the 
National Defense Service Medal and a personal appearance before the Board via 
telephone or video. 

APPLICANT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENT(S) CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD: 

• DD Form 149 (Application for Correction of Military Record)

• DD Form 214, ending 19 September 1977

• Stark County Veterans Service Commission Claim Request Form

• National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) Letter

FACTS: 

1. The applicant did not file within the 3-year time frame provided in Title 10, U.S. Code
(USC), section 1552(b); however, the Army Board for Correction of Military Records
(ABCMR) conducted a substantive review of this case and determined it is in the
interest of justice to excuse the applicant's failure to timely file.

2. The applicant states, in pertinent part, he should be awarded the National Defense
Service Medal as he served on active duty from 27 September 1974 to 19 September
1977. At the time of his enlistment the Vietnam War was still ongoing and did not
officially end until 7 May 1975.

3. The applicant's service record was unavailable for review as it was checked out to
another agency. However, his DD Form 214 contains sufficient information to address
his request.

a. The applicant enlisted in the Regular Army on 27 September 1974.

b. His DD Form 214 reflects an honorable release from active duty and transfer to
the U.S. Army Reserve Control Group (Reinforcement) with service from 27 September 
1974 to 19 September 1977 for a net active service this period of 2 years, 11 months, 
and 23 days. Item 26 (Decorations, Medals, Badges, Commendations, Citations and 
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Campaign Ribbons Awarded or Authorized) shows Marksman Marksmanship 
Qualification Badge with Rifle Bar (M-16).  
 
4.  The applicant provides the following:  
 

a. Stark County Veterans Service Commission Claim Request Form showing he is  
requesting amendment to his discharge documentation. 

 
b. NPRC Letter notifying the applicant that he must contact the Army Review 

Boards Agency for assistance with correcting his service record. 
 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION: 
 
1.  After reviewing the application, all supporting documents, and the evidence found 
within the military record, the Board found relief is not warranted. The Board found the 
available evidence sufficient to consider this case fully and fairly without a personal 
appearance by the applicant. 
 
2.  The period of eligibility for the National Defense Service Medal during the Vietnam 

era began on 1 January 1961 and ended on 14 August 1974. The applicant enlisted in 

the Regular Army on 27 September 1974, outside of the period of eligibility. The Board 

noted there is no authority to make exceptions to the periods of eligibility established for 

the National Defense Service Medal and therefore determined the applicant is not 

eligible for this medal.   

 

 

BOARD VOTE: 
 
Mbr 1 Mbr 2 Mbr 3 
 
: : : GRANT FULL RELIEF 
 
: : : GRANT PARTIAL RELIEF 
 
: : : GRANT FORMAL HEARING 
 

   DENY APPLICATION 
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applicants do not have a right to a hearing before the ABCMR. The Director or the 
ABCMR may grant a formal hearing whenever justice requires.   
 
 

//NOTHING FOLLOWS// 




