ARMY BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORDS

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

N THE case or: I

BOARD DATE: 8 April 2025

DOCKET NUMBER: AR20240000442

APPLICANT REQUESTS: award of the Purple Heart.

APPLICANT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENT(S) CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD:

DD Form 149 (Application for Correction of Military Record)
FACTS:

1. The applicant did not file within the 3-year time frame provided in Title 10, U.S.
Code, section 1552(b); however, the Army Board for Correction of Military Records
(ABCMR) conducted a substantive review of this case and determined it is in the
interest of justice to excuse the applicant's failure to timely file.

2. The applicant states in July 1983, he was badly burned in East/West Germany.
Russian Soldiers were shooting flash grenades to their location and one grenade
detonated within three feet of his face. He was flown to Fulda, Germany and stayed
there for five days. He was then flown to the Army hospital in Frankfurt, Germany and
he stayed in the hospital for 65 days. He was treated for second and third degree burns
to his upper body, face, and arm. He thinks he deserves the Purple Heart.

3. The applicant's record shows:

e He enlisted in the Regular Army on 8 May 1979

e He arrived in Germany on 10 November 1980 and was assigned to the 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fulda, Germany

e He reenlisted on 19 November 1981

e He was reassigned to Fort Polk, LA and he was discharged on 7 November 1986

4. There is no evidence in the applicant's available records showing he was treated for
an injury resulting from hostile enemy action.
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BOARD DISCUSSION:

After reviewing the application and all supporting documents, the Board determined
relief was not warranted. The applicant’s contentions, the military record, and regulatory
guidance were carefully considered. Based upon the qualifying criteria for the Purple
Heart being that an injury incurred as a result of combat with an armed enemy and the
description of how the injury was incurred by the applicant’s statement, the Board
concluded there was insufficient evidence to award the applicant a Purple Heart of the
injuries incurred.

BOARD VOTE:

Mbr 1 Mbr 2 Mbr 3

GRANT FULL RELIEF
GRANT PARTIAL RELIEF
GRANT FORMAL HEARING

XXX XXX XXX DENY APPLICATION

BOARD DETERMINATION/RECOMMENDATION:

The evidence presented does not demonstrate the existence of a probable error or
injustice. Therefore, the Board determined the overall merits of this case are insufficient
as a basis for correction of the records of the individual concerned.

IISIGNED//
X

CHAIRPERSON

| certify that herein is recorded the true and complete record of the proceedings of the
Army Board for Correction of Military Records in this case.
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REFERENCES:

1. Title 10, U.S. Code, section 1552(b), provides that applications for correction of
military records must be filed within 3 years after discovery of the alleged error or
injustice. This provision of law also allows the ABCMR to excuse an applicant's failure to
timely file within the 3-year statute of limitations if the ABCMR determines it would be in
the interest of justice to do so.

2. Army Regulation 600-8-22 (Military Awards) states the Purple Heart is awarded for
wounds sustained while in action against an enemy or as a result of hostile action.
Substantiating evidence must be provided to verify that the wound was the result of
hostile action, the wound must have required treatment by medical personnel, and the
medical treatment must have been made a matter of official record.

3. Army Regulation 15-185 (ABCMR) provides Department of the Army policy, criteria,
and administrative instructions regarding an applicant’s request for the correction of a
military record. Paragraph 2-9 states the ABCMR begins its consideration of each case
with the presumption of administrative regularity. The applicant has the burden of
proving an error or injustice by a preponderance of evidence.

[INOTHING FOLLOWS//





