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Regulation 635-200 (Personnel Separations – Enlisted Personnel), paragraph 5-10 
(Discharge for the purpose of immediate enlistment or reenlistment). He reenlisted on 
19 June 1975 for a period of six years. 
 
5.  On 24 January 1978, the applicant received nonjudicial punishment under the 
provisions of Article 15, Unfirm Code of Military Justice, for being absent from his unit 
without authority during the period 3-4 January 1978. 
 
6.  On 14 June 1978, the applicant extended his enlistment for a period of two months 
to complete an overseas tour.  
 
7.  A letter from the Department of the Army Personnel Command addressed to the 1st 
Personnel Command,  (Germany), dated 4 June 1979, requested 
verification of the applicant's family members eligibility for medical care. On 30 July 
1979, the 1st Personnel Command responded and stated the applicant was dropped 
from the rolls of the Army on 29 September 1978 and that his dropped from the rolls 
packet was forwarded to  on 14 June 1979. 
 
8.  A letter from the Chief, Records Services Division, dated 28 September 1982, 
addressed to the applicant's civilian address, subject: Discharge in Absentia, informed 
the applicant of the following: 
 
 a.  A review of his military personnel records failed to produce a record of his 
discharge from the service. Available documentation indicated that he was in a status of 
desertion and was eligible for a discharge in absentia. It was anticipated that his 
discharge would be under other than honorable conditions.  
 
 b.  Prior to the issuance of the discharge certificate, he was offered the opportunity 
to submit a statement explaining any extenuating, mitigating, or aggravating 
circumstances he felt should have a bearing on the type of discharge to be issued. If a 
reply to the letter was not received within 45 days from the date of the letter, action 
would be taken to effect his discharge.  
 
9.  There is no evidence in the applicant's available records indicating he submitted a 
statement explaining the circumstances surrounding his status as a deserter.  
 
10.  Orders Number 67-7, dated 23 May 1983, published by the U.S. Army Enlisted 
Records and Evaluation Center,  directed the applicant's 
discharge from the Regular Army effective 23 May 1983. The orders show his unit of 
assignment as 21st Adjutant General Replacement Detachment,  
(Germany). The orders also show he was not entitled to pay and allowances for 
3  January 1978 and from 30 August 1978 through 23 May 1983.  
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11.  The applicant's DD Form 214 shows he was discharged on 23 May 1983 under the 
authority Army Regulation 635-200, chapter 14, by reason of misconduct-desertion, with 
an under other than honorable conditions character of service. The DD Form 214 also 
shows he accrued 1,720 days of lost time.  
 
12.  The applicant provided: 
 
 a.  A statement from his brother (a Veteran of the Vietnam War) stating that in 1978, 
the applicant lost his records from the Army. He remembers the applicant told him about 
it and he told the applicant to call the Army office. The applicant was told that they 
would get back to him, but he never heard from them. 
 
 b.  A VA Administrative Decision, Issue: Character of Discharge Determination, 
informing him that he is entitled to receive VA benefits for his period of honorable 
service from 29 August 1973 to 28 August 1975, but he is not entitled to VA benefits 
based upon his service from 29 August 1975 to 23 May 1983.  
 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION: 
 
The Board again carefully considered the applicant's request, supporting documents, 
evidence in the records, and published Department of Defense guidance for 
consideration of discharge upgrade requests. The Board considered the applicant's 
statement, his record of service, the frequency and nature of his misconduct, the reason 
for his separation and whether to apply clemency. The Board found insufficient 
evidence of in-service mitigating factors and the applicant provided no evidence of post-
service achievements or letters of reference in support of a clemency determination. 
Based on a preponderance of the evidence, the Board again determined the character 
of service the applicant received upon separation was not in error or unjust. 
 
 
BOARD VOTE: 
 
Mbr 1 Mbr 2 Mbr 3 
 
: : : GRANT FULL RELIEF 
 
: : : GRANT PARTIAL RELIEF 
 
: : : GRANT FORMAL HEARING 
 

   DENY APPLICATION 
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 d.  Paragraph 3-7b states a general discharge is a separation from the Army under 
honorable conditions. When authorized, it is issued to a Soldier whose military record is 
satisfactory but not sufficiently meritorious to warrant an honorable discharge. 
 
 e.  Paragraph 3-7c, a member beyond military control by reason of unauthorized 
absence may be issued an under other than honorable conditions discharge certificate 
in absentia. 
 
2.  Army Regulation 15-185 (Army Board for Correction of Military Records (ABCMR)) 
provides Department of the Army policy, criteria, and administrative instructions 
regarding an applicant’s request for the correction of a military record. Paragraph 2-9 
states the ABCMR begins its consideration of each case with the presumption of 
administrative regularity. The applicant has the burden of proving an error or injustice by 
a preponderance of evidence. 

//NOTHING FOLLOWS// 




