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IN THE CASE OF:   

BOARD DATE: 21 January 2025 

  DOCKET NUMBER: AR20240004717 

APPLICANT REQUESTS: his DD Form 214 (Certificate of Release or Discharge from 
Active Duty) be amended to reflect his foreign service in Germany. 

APPLICANT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENT(S) CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD:   
DD Form 149 (Application for Correction of Military Record) 

FACTS: 

1. The applicant did not file within the 3-year time frame provided in Title 10, U.S.
Code, section 1552(b); however, the Army Board for Correction of Military Records
(ABCMR) conducted a substantive review of this case and determined it is in the
interest of justice to excuse the applicant's failure to timely file.

2. The applicant states his overseas time is not reflected on his DD Form 214.
Correction of his service record would facilitate his request to the Department of
Veterans Affairs for benefits due to his illness and injury sustained in Germany. He
served overseas from 1978 to 1979.

3. A review of the applicant’s service records shows:

a. He enlisted in the Regular Army on 1 June 1978.

b. His DA form 2-1 (Personnel Qualification Record) did not include any foreign
service and listed in Block 35 (Record of Assignments) the following: 

 7 June 1978 – Basic Combat Training, Fort Leonard Wood, MO
 27 July 1978 – Advanced Individual Training, Fort Benning, GA
 28 September 1978 – Infantryman, Fort Hood, TX through discharge date

c. On 26 February 1980, he was honorably discharged from active duty. His DD
Form 214 shows he completed 1 year, 8 months, and 26 days of active service with no 
lost time. Block 12f (Foreign Service) does not include any time served. Additionally, he 
was discharged due to physical disability. 



ABCMR Record of Proceedings (cont) AR20240004717 
 
 

2 

 
4.  By regulation (AR 15-185), the ABCMR is not an investigative body and decides 
cases based on the evidence that is presented in the military records provided and the 
independent evidence submitted with the application. The applicant has the burden of 
proving an error or injustice by a preponderance of the evidence. 
 
5.  By regulation, (AR 635-5) the DD Form 214 is a summary of the Soldier's most 
recent period of continuous active duty. It provides a brief, clear-cut record of all current 
active, prior active, and prior inactive duty service at the time of release from active 
duty, retirement, or discharge. The information entered thereon reflects the conditions 
as they existed at the time of separation.   
 
 a.  Item 12f (Foreign Service) states from the Enlisted Record Brief/Officer Record 
Brief show the total amount of foreign service performed during the period covered by 
block 12c (Net Active Service This Period).  
 
 b.  Item 18 (Remarks), states for active-duty Soldiers deployed with his or her unit 
during their continuous period of active service, enter "SERVICE IN (name of country 
deployed) FROM (inclusive dates for example, YYYYMMDD-YYYYMMDD)." 
 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION: 
 
After reviewing the application and all supporting documents, the Board determined 
relief was not warranted. The applicant’s contentions, the military record, and regulatory 
guidance were carefully considered.  Based upon the applicant’s 2-1 showing he served 
his entire military service at Ft Hood, TX (after completing initial entry training) and there 
is no evidence of foreign service annotated, the Board concluded there was insufficient 
evidence of an error or injustice warranting a change to the applicant’s record. 
 
BOARD VOTE: 
 
Mbr 1 Mbr 2 Mbr 3 
 
: : : GRANT FULL RELIEF 
 
: : : GRANT PARTIAL RELIEF 
 
: : : GRANT FORMAL HEARING 
 

   DENY APPLICATION 
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 b.  Item 18 (Remarks), states for active-duty Soldiers deployed with his or her unit 
during their continuous period of active service, enter "SERVICE IN (name of country 
deployed) FROM (inclusive dates for example, YYYYMMDD-YYYYMMDD)." 
 

//NOTHING FOLLOWS// 




