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IN THE CASE OF:   

BOARD DATE: 12 February 2025 

DOCKET NUMBER: AR20240006246 

APPLICANT REQUESTS: correction of his record to show he was awarded the Purple 
Heart. 

APPLICANT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENT(S) CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD: 

• DD Form 149 (Application for Correction of Military Record)
• DD Form 214 (Report of Separation from the Armed Forces of the United

States), ending on 16 February 1952

FACTS: 

1. The applicant did not file within the 3-year time frame provided in Title 10, U.S. Code
(USC), section 1552(b); however, the Army Board for Correction of Military Records
(ABCMR) conducted a substantive review of this case and determined it is in the
interest of justice to excuse the applicant's failure to timely file.

2. The applicant states he received a gunshot wound to the head while serving in
Korea and was never awarded the Purple Heart for his wounds.

3. The applicant's military records are not available to the Board for review. A fire
destroyed approximately 18 million service members' records at the National Personnel
Records Center in 1973. It is believed his records were lost or destroyed in that fire.
However, there were sufficient documents remaining in records provided by the
applicant to conduct a fair and impartial review of this case. This case is being
considered using records, which primarily consist of a DD Form 214.

3. A review of the applicant's service record shows:

a. He enlisted in the Regular Army on 5 January 1949.

b. On 16 February 1952, he was honorably discharged from active duty. His
DD Form 214 shows in: 

(1) Item 5 (Qualification) shows 4745 (Light Machine Gunner or Crewman).
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  (2) In any action with an opposing armed force of a foreign country in which the 
Armed Forces of the United States are or have been engaged. 
 
  (3) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict 
against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party. 
  
  (4) As the result of an act of any such enemy or opposing Armed Forces. 
 
  (5) As the result of an act of any hostile foreign force. 
 

b.  To qualify for award of the Purple Heart the wound must have been of such 
severity that it required treatment, not merely examination, by a medical officer. A 
wound is defined as an injury to any part of the body from an outside force or agent. A 
physical lesion is not required. 
 
  (1) Treatment of the wound will be documented in the member's medical and/or 
health record. 
 
  (2) Award may be made for a wound treated by a medical professional other 
than a medical officer provided a medical officer includes a statement in the member's 
medical record that the severity of the wound was such that it would have required 
treatment by a medical officer if one had been available to provide treatment. 
 
 

//NOTHING FOLLOWS// 




