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  IN THE CASE OF:   
 
  BOARD DATE: 21 February 2025 
 
  DOCKET NUMBER: AR20240007073 
 
 
APPLICANT REQUESTS:  in effect, correction of his record to show he changed his 
Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) election to spouse coverage within 1 year of his marriage 
on 7 July 2020. 
 
APPLICANT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENT(S) CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD: 
 

• DD Form 149 (Application for Correction of Military Record) 
• Letter to the Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS), 10 March 2024 
• DD Form 2656-6 (SBP Election Change Certificate) (page 1 only) 
• Fax cover sheets and Notary Public certification, 15 December 2023 
• DFAS letter, 21 March 2024 
• Fax Transmission Verification Report 
• DD Form 2656-6, 19 August 2022 (complete copy) 
• DFAS letter, 14 February 2024 
• Notes with a timeline 

 
FACTS: 
 
1.  The applicant states he is requesting enrollment of his spouse in SBP. Paperwork 
has been submitted multiple times over the past 4 years from multiple locations. 
Submissions were made within one year of marriage and during an open season to try 
to correct the issue. He suspects the failure to receive and process the paperwork is 
due to a fax machine failure at DFAS. (The applicant’s complete statement is available 
for the Board to review.) 
 
2.  On 31 July 2017, the applicant retired from active duty service as a member of the 
Army National Guard after completing over 21 years of active duty service. The 
available records confirm he was not married at the time.  
 
3.  The available evidence shows the applicant married Ana on 7 July 2020.  
 
4.  On 19 August 2022, the applicant completed a DD Form 2656-6 on which he 
indicated he currently had no SBP coverage and was requesting a change in coverage 
based on marriage. He requested spouse only SBP coverage.  







ABCMR Record of Proceedings (cont) AR20240007073 
 
 

4 

would be responsible to pay retroactive SBP premium costs that would have been paid 
if the member had enrolled at retirement (or enrolled at another earlier date, depending 
on the member's family circumstances). For retirees receiving pay, enrollment requires 
paying the premiums plus interest for the period since the date they were first eligible to 
enroll, as well as the monthly premiums moving forward.  
 
     b.  The SBP open season also allowed eligible members and former members who 
were currently enrolled in the SBP or Reserve Component SBP as of 22 December 
2022 to permanently discontinue their SBP coverage. The law generally required the 
covered beneficiaries to concur in writing with the election to discontinue. Previously 
paid premiums would not be refunded. 
 

//NOTHING FOLLOWS// 




