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  IN THE CASE OF:   
 
  BOARD DATE: 4 September 2025 
 
  DOCKET NUMBER: AR20240007271 
 
 
APPLICANT REQUESTS:  remission of debt. 
 
APPLICANT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENT(S) CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD: 
 

• DD Form 149 (Application for Correction of Military Record) 
• Memorandum – Subject: Application for Remission or Cancellation of 

Indebtedness, 17 November 2023 – reflective of the applicant’s commander’s 
recommendation that his debt be forgiven, notwithstanding the difference in his 
Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) rate of with and without dependents from 
August – November 2023 
 
• His leadership failed to complete the necessary administrative actions 

following the passing of the applicant’s wife 
• Processing of the debt would be unjust pursuant to Army Regulation 600-4 

(Remission or Cancellation of Debt), paragraph 14 and 15 
 

• Memorandum – Subject: Application for Remission or Cancellation of 
Indebtedness, 31 October 2023 – reflective of the commander’s recommendation 
that the applicant be required to pay back the difference in BAH rates of with and 
without dependents from August – November 2023 

• Memorandum – Subject: Appointment for Rule for Courts Martial 303 Inquiry 
Officer, 13 October 2023 – reflective of First Lieutenant J_R_ being appointed as 
an inquiry officer to look into the circumstances surrounding an anonymous 
complaint that the applicant was receiving BAH at the with dependent rate when 
not authorized 

• DA Form 3508 (Application for Remission or Cancellation of Indebtedness),  
1 November 2023 – reflective of the applicant’s submitted request for debt 
remission  

• Memorandum – Subject: Investigating Officer’s Findings and Recommendations 
Regarding the Anonymous Complaint that the Applicant was Receiving BAH at 
the with dependent rate when not authorized (and supporting documents), 
1 November 2023 – reflective of the following: 
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• the applicant was authorized BAH with dependents 2018 based on being 
married 

• entitlements ended upon the passing of his spouse; he took the necessary 
actions and informed his leadership – assumed no further actions were 
required  
 

FACTS: 
 
1.  The applicant states his submitted request for debt remission for the amount of 
$45,347.70 was partially approved for $34,010.78. He contests that his leadership failed 
him following the passing of his spouse by not processing the appropriate BAH 
paperwork. 
 
2.  A review of the applicant’s service record reflects the following:  
 

• On 2 August 2016 – he enlisted in the Regular Army  
• On 3 July 2018 – the applicant was legally married to Ms. T_H_ 
• On 27 September 2018 – the applicant requested entitlement to BAH at the with 

dependent rate  
• On 21 November 2018 – the applicant reenlisted for 4 years 
• On 17 December 2021 – the applicant’s spouse passed away 
• On 3 May 2023 – the applicant reenlisted for 6 years 
• On 10 October 2023 – the applicant requested entitlement to BAH at the without 

dependent rate; the applicant notes that he is widowed  
 
3.  On 7 March 2025, the Department of the Army, Deputy Chief of Staff, G-1, provided 
an advisory opinion recommending partial approval of the applicant’s request effective 
18 December 2021 in the amount of $22,673.85 based on his failure to follow up with 
the first sergeant and commander. The applicant contacted his first sergeant and his 
commander at the time of his wife’s death on 17 December 2021. He was under the 
impression everything was being taken care of to adjust his finances. However, the 
applicant nor his first sergeant show proof of taking any action to follow up to validate 
the BAH was adjusted to the without dependent rate. The applicant should have 
reviewed his Leave and Earning statements, specifically the BAH entitlement and 
followed up with his finance office or his first sergeant.  
 
4.  On 28 March 2025, the applicant was provided with a copy of the advisory opinion 
and provided an opportunity to respond. He did not respond. 
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applicant has the burden of proving an error or injustice by a preponderance of the 
evidence. 
 

//NOTHING FOLLOWS// 




