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  IN THE CASE OF:   
 
  BOARD DATE: 24 March 2025 
 
  DOCKET NUMBER: AR20240007864 
 
 
APPLICANT REQUESTS: correction of his DD Form 214 (Armed Forces of United 
States Report of Transfer or Discharge) to show the following: 
 

• Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation 
• Republic of Vietnam Civil Action Honor Medal First Class Unit Citation 
• Valorous Unit Award 
• Bronze Star Medal 

 
APPLICANT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENT(S) CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD: 
 

• DD Form 149 (Application for Correction of Military Record) 
• Self-authored Letter 
• Lineage And Honors Information 
• DD Form 214 

 
FACTS: 
 
1. The applicant did not file within the 3-year time frame provided in Title 10, U.S. Code, 
section 1552(b); however, the Army Board for Correction of Military Records (ABCMR) 
conducted a substantive review of this case and determined it is in the interest of justice 
to excuse the applicant's failure to timely file. 
 
2.  The applicant states according to the lineage and honors document for the 3rd 
Battalion, 39th Infantry, the unit he served with was entitled to the Republic of Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation, the Republic of Vietnam Civil Actions Honor 
Medal, First Class, and the Valorous Unit Award. Additionally, he believes he was given 
a Bronze Star Medal, and it was not listed on his DD Form 214. He served in Vietnam 
and traveling daily on Route 1, he was confronted with road mines, sniper fire, and 
hostile fire (ambush). He placed his life at risk every day through multiple types of 
journeys. He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for placing his life on the line saving 
another Soldier from a mortar attack. The award was presented by his 
noncommissioned officer prior to his rotation back to the states but was not presented 
by his Commanding Officer. 
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3.  A review of the applicant’s service record shows: 
 
 a.  He was inducted into the Army of the United States on 6 March 1967.  
 

b.  His DA Form 20 (Enlisted Qualification Record) shows in: 
 
  (1)  item 31 (Foreign Service) – Vietnam, from 1 December 1967 to 
30 November 1968. 
 
  (2)  item 38 (Record of Assignments) – he received "excellent" conduct 
and efficiency ratings, and was assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
3rd Battalion, 39th Infantry, 9th Division, in Vietnam 
   

(3)  item 41 (Awards, Decorations and Campaigns) – National Defense Service  
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960), 
Overseas Service Bar, Army Commendation Medal, and Sharpshooter Marksmanship 
Qualification Badge with Rifle Bar. 
 
 c.  He was honorably released from active duty on 26 November 1968. His DD 
Form 214 shows he completed 1 year, 8 months, 21 days of active service with 11 
months and 26 days of active service. It also shows he was awarded or authorized: 
 

• Army Commendation Medal 
• National Defense Service Medal 
• One Oversea Service Bar 
• Vietnam Service Medal 
• Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960) 

 
d.  The available service record was void of orders or additional documentation to 

show award of the Bronze Star Medal. 
  

e.  On 19 June 2024 a DD Form 215 (Correction to DD Form 214) was issued 
through an administrative correction to show:  
 

• Delete:  Vietnam Service Medal 
• Add:  Valorous Unit Award, Vietnam Service Medal with one silver service 

star, republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation, Republic of 
Vietnam Civil Actions Honor Medal First Class Unit Citation 

 
5.  A review of the Awards and Decorations Computer-Assisted Retrieval System, an 
index of general orders issued during the Vietnam era between 1965 and 1973 
maintained by the U.S. Army Human Resources Command Military Awards Branch, 
failed to reveal any orders for the Bronze Star Medal pertaining to the applicant. 
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ratings. Ratings of “Unknown” for portions of the period under consideration were not 
disqualifying. Service school efficiency ratings based upon academic proficiency of at 
least “Good” rendered subsequent to 22 November 1955 were not disqualifying. There 
must have been no convictions by a court-martial. However, there was no right or 
entitlement to the medal until immediate commander made a positive recommendation 
for its award and until the awarding authority announced the award in general orders. 
 

//NOTHING FOLLOWS// 
 




