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(ABCMR) conducted a substantive review of this case and determined it is in the 
interest of justice to excuse the applicant's failure to timely file. 
 
2.  The applicant states:   
 

• During the first year or so in which he served, he earned the rank of Specialist 
4th class, and at some point, during 1963, he was issued a letter from personnel 
informing him that he was scheduled to be promoted to sergeant (SGT)/E-5 

• Additionally, he observed the directive and the relating stripes on the desk of his 
commander yet, this promotion never took place 

• Several attempts to receive some type or kind of aid from any source of the 
United States Military in determining what happened to his "Staff Sergeant (E-5)" 
promotion have failed 

• The resolution that he seeks is the granting of his "Staff Sergeant (E-5)" ranking 
and all accouterments attached there to 

• He was a model Soldier, and he earned the rank of "Staff Sergeant E-5"  
• It is the moral, ethical, and just stance for the United States Army to grant him the 

honor 
• He would like for his grandchildren to know that he earned the rank of sergeant 

while serving in the United States Army 
• He would have intently sought to resolve this concern upon being honorably 

discharged from the Army but instead, he pursued getting an education 
• During the years that this situation was overlooked, he attended several colleges 

and acquired an Undergraduate Degree and four Advanced Degrees  
• He would possibly have sought after the resolution to this concern years ago, but 

it was more than apparent the United States was not prepared to resolve 
Veteran's concerns let alone those concerns of an African American Veteran; the 
tide toward the importance of Veterans seems to be changing in America - so he 
tests the waters 

 
3.  A review of the applicant's military service records show: 
 

• On 16 April 1962, the applicant was inducted into the Army of the United States 
• His DA Form 20 (Enlisted Qualification Record) and DA Forms 24 (Service 

Record) show the highest rank/grade he held was SP4/E-4 
• Unit Orders Number 36 dated 23 October 1963 promoted/appointed the applicant 

to the rank of SP4 
• On 3 April 1964, the applicant was released from active duty and was transferred 

to the USAR Control Group (Annual Training); he completed 1 year, 11 months, 
and 18 days net active service this period and his DD Form 214 shows in item: 

 
• 3a (Grade, Rate or Rank); SP4 (E-4) (T) [Temporary]  
• 3b (Date of Rank); 23 October 1963 








