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IN THE CASE OF:  

BOARD DATE: 25 June 2025 

DOCKET NUMBER: AR20240010100 

APPLICANT REQUESTS: 

• correction of his DD Form 214 (Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active
Duty) to show his award of the Meritorious Service Medal

• issuance of his medals and ribbons

APPLICANT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENT(S) CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD: 

DD Form 149 (Application for Correction of Military Record) 

FACTS: 

1. The applicant did not file within the 3-year time frame provided in Title 10, U.S.
Code, section 1552(b); however, the Army Board for Correction of Military Records
(ABCMR) conducted a substantive review of this case and determined it is in the
interest of justice to excuse the applicant's failure to timely file.

2. The applicant states:

a. He was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal after he left military service on
28 July 1980. The certificate was awarded on 7 August 1980 and signed by  

 

b. His DD Form 149 shows that his request is related to his service in the Vietnam
War. 

3. A review of the applicant’s service records show:

a. He enlisted in the Regular Army on 26 May 1976.

b. His DA Form 2-1 (Personnel Qualification Record) shows in:

(1) item 5 (Overseas Service) – shows in part, his service in Vietnam from
17 August 1965 to 9 August 1966 (two campaigns) 
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  (2)  item 35 (Current and Previous Assignments) – void of his unit assignment 
during his service in Vietnam. 
 
  (3)  item 41 (Awards, Decorations and Campaigns) – two overseas service bars, 
four service stripes, Vietnam Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with 
Device (1960), National Defense Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Driver 
Badge with Bar, Army Good Conduct Medal (6th Award), and the U.S. Army Recruiter 
Badge (2nd Award). 
 
 c.  He was honorably retired from active duty on 31 July 1980. His DD Form 214 
show he completed a total of 20 years and 3 months of active-duty service. He was 
awarded or authorized the: 
 

• National Defense Service Medal 

• two overseas service bars 

• Vietnam Service Medal 

• Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960) 

• Army Commendation Medal 

• Driver Badge with Bar 

• Army Good Conduct Medal (6th Award) 

• U.S. Army Recruiter Badge (2nd Award). 
 
4.  The applicant's available records are void of any evidence of orders awarding him 
the Meritorious Service Medal.  
 
5.  A review of the applicant’s record confirms he is eligible for an award and campaign 
credits that are not recorded on his DD Form 214. The entries will be added to his  
DD Form 214 as administrative corrections and will not be considered by the Board.  
 
BOARD DISCUSSION: 
 
1.  After reviewing the application, all supporting documents, and the evidence found 
within the military record, the Board found that relief was not warranted. The Board 
carefully considered the applicant's record of service, documents submitted in support 
of the petition and executed a comprehensive and standard review based on law, policy 
and regulation. Upon review of the applicant’s petition and available military records, the 
Board determined the evidence of record did not support granting the request. The 
applicant did not provide the award certificate, and the available records are void of 
orders awarding him the Meritorious Service Medal. Therefore, the Board denied relief. 
 

2.  The ABCMR does not issue medals; the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) 

is responsible for verifying the awards to which Army veterans are entitled, and for 
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• Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation 

• two bronze service stars to his previously issued Vietnam Service Medal 
 
 

REFERENCES: 
 
1.  Title 10, U.S. Code, section 1552(b), provides that applications for correction of 
military records must be filed within 3 years after discovery of the alleged error or 
injustice. This provision of law also allows the ABCMR to excuse an applicant's failure to 
timely file within the 3-year statute of limitations if the ABCMR determines it would be in 
the interest of justice to do so. 
 
2.  Army Regulation 15-185 (ABCMR) prescribes the policies and procedures for 
correction of military records by the Secretary of the Army, acting through the ABCMR.  
The ABCMR begins its consideration of each case with the presumption of 
administrative regularity, which is that what the Army did was correct. The ABCMR is 
not an investigative body and decides cases based on the evidence that is presented in 
the military records provided and the independent evidence submitted with the 
application. The applicant has the burden of proving an error or injustice by a 
preponderance of the evidence.  
 
3.  Army Regulation 600-8-22 (Military Awards) provides Army policy, criteria, and 
administrative instructions concerning individual military decorations.  
 
 a.  The Meritorious Service Medal is awarded to members of the Armed Forces of 
the United States or of a friendly foreign nation who distinguish themselves by 
outstanding meritorious achievement or service. After 16 January 1969 but prior to 
11 September 2001, the Meritorious Service Medal was authorized to be awarded only 
for meritorious service or achievement while serving in a non-combat area. As with all 
personal decorations, formal recommendations, approval through the chain of 
command, and announcement in orders are required.  
 
 b.  A bronze service star is worn on the appropriate service ribbon, to include the 
Vietnam Service Medal, for each credited campaign. 
 
4.  Department of the Army General Orders Number 8, dated 1974, announced   award 
of the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation to Headquarters, 
U.S. Military Assistance Command and its subordinate units during the period 
8 February 1962 to 28 March 1973 and to Headquarters, U.S. Army Vietnam and its 
subordinate units during the period 20 July 1965 to 28 March 1973. 
 

//NOTHING FOLLOWS// 




