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  IN THE CASE OF:   
 
  BOARD DATE: 9 April 2025 
 
  DOCKET NUMBER: AR20240010552 
 
 
APPLICANT REQUESTS:  in effect, termination of his Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) 
 
APPLICANT'S SUPPORTING DOCUMENT(S) CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD: 
 

• DD Form 149 (Application for Correction of Military Record) 
• Letter from Defense Finance Accounting Service (DFAS) 

 
FACTS: 
 
1. The applicant states, he was not counseled or informed about the SBP program. Not 
knowing about this led to him being automatically enrolled into SBP. He did not and 
does not want anything to do with it. He unknowingly owes almost $1,300 for SBP 
because he did not know he was enrolled. He spoke to both DFAS and U.S. Army 
Human Resource Command regarding the issue. He has filed all required documents to 
ensure his declination of SBP.  
 
2.  The applicant provides, his service record shows, and DFAS provided the following 
information: 
 

• On 30 October 2012, he enlisted in the Regular Army 
• On 4 April 2023, a Physical Evaluation Board found him physically unfit for duty 

and recommended he be placed on the Temporary Disability Retired List at 70 
percent with reexamination in December 2023; he concurred with the board's 
recommendation and waived a formal hearing 

• On 24 June 2023, he was honorably transferred to U.S. Army Reserve Control 
Group (Retirement) due to disability, combat related 

• On 16 February 2024, he completed a Data for Payment of Retired Personnel 
showing he elected not to participate in SBP with his spouse’s concurrence and 
was signed by a notary witness 

• On two separate statements, 16 February 2024, the applicant and his spouse 
stated that they declined SBP coverage, but that they were erroneously and 
automatically enrolled into the plan  
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4.  Department of Defense Financial Management Regulation, Volume 7b, states, 
elections in writing signed by the member, which contain all information necessary for 
declining coverage, are acceptable. Spousal concurrence is required when the member 
elects to decline coverage. The Secretary concerned may revoke an election when 
necessary to correct an administrative error. Once participation is discontinued under 
this provision, no benefits may be paid in conjunction with the members’ previous 
participation. No refund of any premiums properly collected will be made. 
 

//NOTHING FOLLOWS// 




