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FINAL DECISION 
 

This is a proceeding under the provisions of section 1552 of title 10 and section 425 of 
title 14 of the United States Code.  The Chair docketed the case after receiving the applicant’s 
completed application on April 10, 2009, and assigned it to staff members D. Hale and J. 
Andrews to prepare the decision for the Board as required by 33 C.F.R. § 52.61(c). 
 
 This final decision, dated June XX, 2010, is approved and signed by the three duly 
appointed members who were designated to serve as the Board in this case. 
 

APPLICANT’S REQUEST 
 

The applicant, a  originally asked the Board to 
correct his record by changing the term of his April 26, 2005, extension contract from 23 months 
to 24 months.  He alleged that if he had been counseled to extend his enlistment for 24 months, 
instead of 23, then he would have been eligible to reenlist or extend his enlistment for a Zone A 
selective reenlistment bonus (SRB)1 after he advanced to  on August 1, 2007.  (Until he 
advanced from , the applicant was not eligible for an SRB.) 

 
The applicant later revised his allegations, alleging that if he had been properly counseled 

prior to his transfer from the  to Station  in June 2007, he would have 
been able to delay his transfer and wait to reenlist until after he advanced to  on August 1, 
2007, and so would have received an SRB. 
 

                                                 
1 SRBs allow the Coast Guard to offer a reenlistment incentive to members who possess highly desired skills at 
certain points during their career.  SRBs vary according to the length of each member’s active duty service, the 
number of months of service newly obligated by the reenlistment or extension of enlistment contract, and the need of 
the Coast Guard for personnel with the member’s particular skills, which is reflected in the “multiple” of the SRB 
authorized for the member’s skill/rating, which is published in an ALCOAST.  Coast Guard members who have at 
least 21 months but no more than 6 years of active duty service are in “Zone A”, while those who have more than 6 
but less than 10 years of active duty service are in “Zone B”.  Members may not receive more than one SRB per 
zone.  Personnel Manual, Article 3.C.4. 







 
The JAG affirmed his earlier finding that “unfortunate time lines” prevented the applicant 

from receiving an SRB when he transferred from the .  How-
ever, he noted that there is no documentation in the applicant’s record of SRB counseling on his 
6th active duty anniversary, August 7, 2007.  Accordingly, the JAG recommended that the Board 
grant relief by allowing the applicant to reenlist for six years on his 6th anniversary, August 7, 
2007, to receive an SRB in accordance with ALCOAST 304/07.  The JAG noted that because the 
applicant’s four-year extension already obligates him to serve through July 6, 2011, the six-year 
reenlistment would entitle him to an SRB based on 25 months of newly obligated service.  
  

RESPONSE TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL ADVISORY OPINION 
 
 On February 25, 2010, the Chair sent the applicant a copy of the Coast Guard’s supple-
mental advisory opinion and invited him to respond within 30 days.  The Chair did not receive a 
response. 
  

APPLICABLE LAW 
 

Article 4.B.6.a.1. of the Coast Guard Personnel Manual provides that members with less 
than six years of active duty will not normally be transferred “unless they reenlist or extend to 
have enough obligated service for a full tour on reporting to a new unit.”  Under Article 4.A.5.b., 
a full tour of duty at Station  is four years. 
 

Article 3.C.5.9. of the manual provides that commanders are authorized to effect early 
discharge and reenlist members within three months prior to their 6th and 10th year anniversaries, 
for the purpose of qualifying for an SRB. 

 
Article 3.C.11. of the manual requires that a Page 7 entry regarding counseling about 

SRB eligibility be made in a member’s record whenever they reenlist or extend an enlistment and 
within three months prior to his 6th and 10th anniversaries. 

 
ALCOAST 304/07 was issued on June 15, 2007, and was in effect from July 16, 2007, 

through July 15, 2008.  Under ALCOAST 304/07, in Zone A were authorized an SRB 
calculated with a multiple of 2.0. 
 

 FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
 The Board makes the following findings and conclusions on the basis of the applicant’s 
military record and submissions, the Coast Guard’s submission, and applicable law. 
 

1. The Board has jurisdiction concerning this matter pursuant to 10 U.S.C. § 1552.  The 
application was timely. 
 

2. On March 5, 2007, the Coast Guard issued orders transferring the applicant from the 
to Station  with a report date of June 1, 2007, and a four-year OBLISERV 

requirement.  The record shows that he actually reported to Station  on July 1, 2007.  
Because his previous enlistment was ending on July 6, 2007, under Article 4.B.6.a.1. of the Per-





 
ORDER 

 
The application of XXXXXXXXX, xxxxxxx, USCG, for correction of his military record 

is denied, except that the Coast Guard shall counsel him about SRBs and offer him the 
opportunity to reenlist as of his 6th active duty anniversary for five or six years, at his discretion, 
to receive a Zone A SRB under ALCOAST 304/07.  The Coast Guard shall pay him any amount 
due under ALCOAST 304/07 as a result of his 6th anniversary reenlistment if he chooses to 
reenlist pursuant to this order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
      
 
 
 
 
      
      
 
 
 
 
      
 




