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SUMMARY OF THE RECORD 

The applicant asked the Board to co1Tect his record by upgrading his other than honorable 
(0TH) discharge to general or honorable so he will be eligible for veterans' benefits. He argued 
that it should be upgraded because he was discharged due to his sexual orientation but militaiy 
policy regai·ding homosexuality changed with the repeal of Don't Ask Don't Tell (DADT). His 
DD 214 shows that he enlisted in the Reserve on April 4, 1961, and received an 0TH discharge 
on November 9, 1961, for unfitness pursuant to Alticles 12-B-12 and 12-B-14 of the Persollllel 
Manual, which authorized dischai-ges for homosexuality. The letter by which his command initi­
ated his dischai·ge on October 20, 1961, states that he had committed no other militaiy or civil 
offenses and that he was a Class II homosexual, which meant, according to Alticle 12-B-12, that 
he had committed a homosexual act but there were no chai-ges of force or coercion against him. 
His DD 214 also shows that he was given a DD Fo1m 258-CG, 0TH discharge certificate. 

The Coast Guai·d recommended that the Boai·d grant relief, alleging that pursuant to a 
DoD Memorandmn dated September 20, 2011, the Boai·d has the authority to conect discharges 
that were the result of DADT and similar policies regarding homosexual conduct if the original 
discharge was solely based on DADT and there are no aggravating factors in the record. Because 
the applicant's record shows that he was dischai·ged solely for homosexual conduct and that there 
were no aggravating factors , the Coast Guard recommended that the applicant be issued a new 
DD 214 reflecting an Honorable discharge due to "Secretai·ial Authority" with the separation 
code listed as JFF and the reently code RE-1 ( eligible to reenlist) and that any reference to a DD 
Fonn 258 dischai·ge ceitificate be removed from the applicant's record. 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

The applicant's request was timely filed in June 2014 within three years of the repeal of 
DADT in September 2011. 1 The record shows that applicant was dischai·ged from the Coast 
Guard in 1961 in accordance with then-extant policy regarding homosexuality under Alticles 12-
B-12 and 12-B-14 of the Persollllel Manual. The preponderance of the evidence in this case 
shows that the applicant unjustly received an 0TH discharge based only on his homosexuality 
with no other chai·ges against him. Therefore, full relief should be granted. 

1 10 U.S.C. § l 552(b) (requiring application within 3 years of discovery of the alleged en-or or injustice). 
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ORDER 

The application of fo1mer SCGR, for co1Tection of his militaiy 
record is granted. The Coast Guard sha co1Tect 1s recor to show that he received an honorable 
discharge; remove from his record any reference to a DD Fo1m 258 discharge ce1tificate; and 
issue him an honorable dischai·ge certificate, DD F01m 256, instead. The Coast Guard shall also 
issue him a new DD 214 with the following co1Tections: 

• The Character of Service shall be Honorable. 
• The Sepai·ation Authority shall be PERSMAN Alticle 12-B-12 (convenience of the 

Government). 
• The Sepai·ation Code shall be JFF. 
• The Reentiy Code shall be RE-1. 
• The NaiTative Reason for Sepai·ation shall be "Secretai·ial Authority." 
• The Discharge Ceitificate issued shall be DD Fo1m 256. 
• The following notation shall be made in the block for remarks: "Action taken pursuant to 

order ofBCMR." 

Mai·ch 27, 2015 




