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PSC argued that the applicant’s DD 214 should not be corrected to show that he received 

the Coast Guard Meritorious Team Commendation and Coast Guard Achievement Medal 

because these two awards were earned after the applicant separated from active duty in July 

2003.  PSC stated that according to COMDTINST M1900.4D, the Coast Guard instructions for 

preparing the DD 214, these two awards should not be included on his DD 214 because all 

entries on a DD 214 are for the current period of active duty through the date of separation, with 

an exception for awards received for prior service.  Accordingly, PSC argued, the Coast Guard 

Meritorious Team Commendation and Coast Guard Achievement Medal should not be on his 

DD 214 because the awards were earned in 2004 and 2005 and he was discharged in 2003. 

 

APPLICANT’S RESPONSE TO THE VIEWS OF THE COAST GUARD 

 

 On February 1, 2016, the BCMR sent the applicant a copy of the Coast Guard’s views 

and invited him to respond within 30 days.  After requesting a short extension he responded on 

March 21, 2016, and stated that he agreed with the Coast Guard’s recommendations. 

 

 In his response, the applicant also stated that he would like to exchange his Armed Forces 

Expeditionary Medal for the Iraq Campaign Medal because other members of his unit were also 

given the opportunity to exchange their AFEM for the ICM.  He stated that he wants the ICM in 

lieu of the AFEM because the former “best reflects the nature of my active duty.”  He added that 

the conditions that he worked and lived in were unique to Iraq and that there were very few 

members of the Coast Guard in Iraq. 

 

Finally, the applicant requested that he receive formal documentation of his Coast Guard 

Meritorious Team Commendation and Coast Guard Achievement Medal.    

  

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 

The Board makes the following findings and conclusions on the basis of the applicant's 

military record and submissions, the Coast Guard's submission and applicable law: 

 

1. The Board has jurisdiction concerning this matter pursuant to 10 U.S.C. § 1552. 

 

2. An application to the Board must be filed within three years after the applicant 

discovers the alleged error or injustice.3  The applicant was released from active duty in 2003 and 

but did not submit his application to the Board until 2015.  Therefore his application is untimely. 

 

3. The Board may excuse the untimeliness of an application if it is in the interest of 

justice to do so.4  In Allen v. Card, 799 F. Supp. 158 (D.D.C. 1992), the court stated that the 

Board should not deny an application for untimeliness without “analyz[ing] both the reasons for 

the delay and the potential merits of the claim based on a cursory review”5 to determine whether 

                                                 
3 10 U.S.C. § 1552(b) and 33 C.F.R. § 52.22. 
4 10 U.S.C. § 1552(b). 
5 Allen v. Card, 799 F. Supp. 158, 164 (D.D.C. 1992). 










