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“E” Ribbon, and the National Defense Service Medal. 

   

APPLICABLE LAW AND REGULATIONS  
 

COMDTINST M1900.4D contains the Commandant’s instructions for completing the 

DD 214, and Chapter 1.D.2. provides that it must be accurate as of the date of separation.  

Chapter 1.E. of the instruction states that the DD 214 should show “all decorations, medals, 

badges, commendations, citations, and campaign ribbons awarded or authorized for all periods of 

service.”   

Article 5.A.16.a.(a) of COMDTINST M1650.25E, the Coast Guard Medals and Awards 

Manual, states that HSM may be awarded to members performing duties subsequent to April 1, 

1975, who distinguish themselves as individuals or as members of United States military units or 

ships by meritorious, direct, non-routine participation in a significant military act or operation of 

a humanitarian nature.  Direct participation is defined as being physically present at the desig-

nated location, having directly contributed to and influenced action.  The designated location is 

the immediate site(s) of the humanitarian operations as defined by the Presidential request for 

assistance in the United States or the Department of State for overseas areas.  Specifically 

excluded from eligibility are service members or elements remaining at geographically separate 

locations or who were assigned to the location, but did not make a direct contribution to, nor 

influence the action.    

Article 5.A.16.a.(2) states that the types of military acts or operations that may qualify for 

the medal are specific assistance during national disasters, providing food relief, evacuation of 

personnel under threat from a hostile force, support or resettlement of refugees or evacuees, etc.  

Article 5.A.16.a.(3) states that the act or operation being consider must meet all of the following 

criteria: 

(a) Must be above and beyond normal duties. 

(b) Must have major significance. 

(c) Must have provided immediate relief, relieved human suffering, and should have 

saved lives or significant property. 

(d) Must have affected the outcome of the situation and failure to act could have caused 

negative consequences. 

(e) Must have specified dates [within] the period of “immediate relief.” 

(f) Must have evidence that the emergency assistance provided was [requested by the 

President or by the Department of State for overseas areas. 

 

Article 5.A.16.a.b. of the Medals and Awards Manual states that award recommendations 

for the HSM must be submitted to CG PSC-PSD-ma via the appropriate chain of command.  

Acts or operations involving ships, units, and/or detachments must be submitted in letter form 

with a narrative justification; a written justification fully explaining and attesting to the humani-

tarian aspects of the assistance rendered by service members in the operation being recommend-

ed.  The HSM is awarded to individuals, not units, and the award recommendation must include 

a list of the ships and/or units as well as a list of the members who participated in the act or 

operation.  Table 1-1 in the manual states that the HSM may be awarded by the Secretary or the 

Commandant. 










