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APPLICABLE REGULATIONS  
 

Chapter 1.A.1.b.(2)(b) of COMDTINST M1900.4B, which was in effect in 1988 and 

1989, states that reservists in the RK program receive a DD 214 upon release from active duty 

for Phase II of IADT “regardless of its length.”  Chapter 1.A.1.d. states that DD 214s will not be 

issued to reservists who are released from active duty from Phase I of IADT in the RK program.  

This chapter also states that DD 214s will not be issued to reservists who “are released from 

active duty for training of less than 90 days unless released from the second phase of the 

USCGR-RK program or separated for physical disability.”  

 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 

The Board makes the following findings and conclusions on the basis of the applicant's 

military record and submissions, the Coast Guard's submission and applicable law: 

 

1. The Board has jurisdiction concerning this matter pursuant to 10 U.S.C. § 1552. 

 

2. An application to the Board must be filed within three years after the applicant 

discovers the alleged error or injustice.5  The applicant was discharged from the Coast Guard 

Reserve in 1996 but did not submit her application to the Board until February 10, 2014.  The 

preponderance of the evidence shows that the applicant knew that she had not received a DD 214 

documenting her active duty before her discharge from the Reserve in 1996, and so her 

application is untimely. 

 

3. The Board may excuse the untimeliness of an application if it is in the interest of 

justice to do so.6  In Allen v. Card, 799 F. Supp. 158 (D.D.C. 1992), the court stated that the 

Board should not deny an application for untimeliness without “analyz[ing] both the reasons for 

the delay and the potential merits of the claim based on a cursory review”7 to determine whether 

the interest of justice supports a waiver of the statute of limitations.  The court noted that “the 

longer the delay has been and the weaker the reasons are for the delay, the more compelling the 

merits would need to be to justify a full review.”8   

 

4. The applicant argued that the Board should waive the statute of limitations in this 

case because veterans should receive appropriate discharge papers and that it is a small thing to 

ask for someone who has volunteered years of their life to the Coast Guard.  Although she 

delayed filing her application, the JAG identified prejudicial errors in her record, as explained 

below, and so the Board finds that it is in the interest of justice to excuse the untimeliness of the 

application. 

 

5. The applicant alleged that she should have received a DD 214 for her service in 

the Coast Guard Reserve.  The Board begins its analysis in every case by presuming that the 

disputed information in the applicant’s military record is correct as it appears in his record, and 

                                                 
5 10 U.S.C. § 1552(b) and 33 C.F.R. § 52.22. 
6 10 U.S.C. § 1552(b). 
7 Allen v. Card, 799 F. Supp. 158, 164 (D.D.C. 1992). 
8 Id. at 164, 165; see also Dickson v. Secretary of Defense, 68 F.3d 1396 (D.C. Cir. 1995). 



        

                
               

             
                
              

                 
               

            
               

                 
                
                  

                 
             

                 
               

                   
         

           
               

            
                 

                 
               

          
                

          

              
               
         

      



        

 

          
                

               
     

   




