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5 September 1969 to 8 September 1969, totaling 49 days.  On 7 October 1969, you commenced 
another period of UA.  On 1 January 1970, you were apprehended by civilian authorities.  On  
16 January 1970, while under custody, you were delivered to  Hospital,  

 for medical treatment.  On 17 January 1970, while being treated, you escaped custody.  On  
4 February 1970, you were declared a deserter.  The record shows on 6 April 1970, you were 
apprehended by civilian authorities in   On 22 May 1970, you were convicted by 
civilian authorities of forgery and sentenced to not less than two years or more than three years 
of confinement in  Department of Corrections. 
 
On 16 July 1970, you were notified that you were being recommended for administrative 
discharge from the Marine Corps by reason of misconduct due to civilian conviction.  You 
waived your procedural right to consult with military counsel, and to present your case to an 
administrative discharge board (ADB).  Your commanding officer (CO) forwarded your 
administrative separation package to the separation authority (SA) recommending your 
administrative discharge from the Marine Corps by reason of misconduct due to civilian 
conviction with an Other Than Honorable (OTH) characterization of service.  The SA approved 
the recommendation for administrative discharge and directed your OTH discharge from the 
Marine Corps by reason of misconduct due to civilian conviction.  On 9 November 1970, you 
were so discharged.  Post-discharge, you applied to the Naval Discharge Review Board (NDRB).  
On 10 May 1985, the NDRB denied your application after determining your discharge was 
proper as issued. 
 
The Board carefully considered all potentially mitigating factors to determine whether the 
interests of justice warrant relief in your case in accordance with the Kurta, Hagel, and Wilkie 
Memos.  These included, but were not limited to, your desire to upgrade your discharge character 
of service and contentions that: (1) prior to leaving for  you were an upstanding Marine 
and did not get into trouble, (2) your decline in service was directly related to PTSD from your 
time spent deployed to  (3) as a 18/19 year old young man you were not equipped to 
deal with the things that you had seen and done while in  (4) all of your wrong doings 
occurred upon your return home from  and (5) you did not receive any care for what 
you now realize was PTSD.  For purposes of clemency and equity consideration, the Board noted 
you provided advocacy letters, health care documents, and documents from your service record 
but no supporting documentation describing post-service accomplishments.  
 
As part of the Board’s review, a qualified mental health professional reviewed your request and  
provided the Board with an AO on 23 October 2023.  The AO noted in pertinent part: 
 

There is no evidence that he was diagnosed with a mental health condition in 
military service, or that he exhibited any psychological symptoms or behavioral 
changes indicative of a diagnosable mental health condition. Post-service, the VA 
has diagnosed him with a trauma-related mental health condition, although there is 
no formal diagnosis of PTSD. It is possible that his UA could be attributed to 
unrecognized symptoms of PTSD avoidance. It is difficult to attribute his civilian 
misconduct to symptoms of PTSD. Additional records (e.g., post-service mental 
health records describing the Petitioner’s diagnosis, symptoms, and their specific 
link to his misconduct) may aid in rendering an alternate opinion. 






