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d. On 30 January 1998, Subject divorced Petitioner.  Final Judgement of Dissolution of 
Marriage directed SBP Former Spouse coverage. 

e. On 13 March 2013, Subject appointed Petitioner as personal representative of estate in his 
Last Will and Testament. 

f. On 11 January 2022, Subject passed away.  At the time of death Subject paid 338 months 
of SBP Spouse coverage premiums. 

g. On 14 February 2022, Petitioner signed and DD Form 2656-7, Verification for Survivor 
Annuity.  Defense Finance and Accounting Service denied the claim on 3 May 2022, due to 

Subject not changing his SBP election from Spouse to Former Spouse coverage within 1-year 

from the date of divorce, nor did Petitioner deem an election with a copy of the divorce decree 

within 1-year from the date of divorce. 

h. On 13 May 2022, Petitioner appealed to the Defense Office of Hearing and Appeals

(DOHA) concerning her denied annuity claim.  DOHA denied the appeal (

 on 28 June 2023 consistent with the reasoning provided by Defense Finance and 

Accounting Service on 3 May 2022. 

i. On 6 September 2023, DOHA denied a reconsideration request from Petitioner stating,

“[t]he claimant’s request for reconsideration is denied, and we affirm the appeal decision in 

DOHA Claim  dated June 28, 2023, disallowing the claim.  In accordance 

with DoD Instruction 1340.21 ¶ E7.15.2, this is the final administrative action of the Department 

of Defense in this matter.” 

CONCLUSION 

Upon review and consideration of all the evidence of record, the Board finds the existence of an 

injustice warranting the following corrective action.  The Board concluded Petitioner provided 

sufficient evidence to reflect Subject’s desire to elect SBP Former Spouse coverage.  Although 

Subject did not complete the proper administrative requirements, the Board determined that 

under this circumstance, relief is warranted. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Subject’s naval record be corrected, where appropriate, to show that: 

Subjected changed SBP election from “Spouse” to “Former Spouse” coverage naming  

 as the beneficiary, at the same level of coverage as previously elected within 1-year of 

divorce on 30 January 1998.   

Note:  This change will entitle Petitioner to SBP annuity requested on 14 February 2022.  The 

Defense Finance and Accounting Service will complete an audit of Subject’s pay records to 

determine Petitioner’s SBP annuity entitlement. 






