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explaining that Petitioner suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and depression as 

a result of his service in mortuary affairs in .  The same day, Petitioner’s command prepared 

a non-medical assessment of Petitioner, stating that he had “been diagnosed with PTSD and 

depression as a result of his service as a Mortuary Affairs Specialist during  

.  In addition, he has a significant weight control problem.  As a selected Marine 

Corps Reservist, I have had little contact with this Marine and he has gone through periods of 

being non-compliant with his treatment.  Accordingly, I feel that he is unfit for further service 

and recommend that he discharged from the Marine Corps Reserve.” 

 

     c.  On 10 March 2008, BUMED wrote to Petitioner’s commanding general advising that 

Petitioner was not physically qualified for retention in the Marine Corps Reserve due to PTSD 

and depression.  On 20 March 2008, Commander, Marine Corps Forces Reserve provided a first 

endorsement on the BUMED letter directing that separation processing be initiated with respect 

to Petitioner.  Petitioner’s complete administrative separation documents are not available in his 

OMPF, but his Certificate of Discharge or Release from Active Duty (DD Form 214) reflects he 

was discharged, on 25 April 2008, due to “Disability (other).”   

 

 d.  In his petition, Petitioner requests to have his discharge changed to service disability 

retirement.  In support of his request, he contends that he served in  

from 2005 to 2006 where he suffered combat related disabilities as a result of serving as a 

Mortuary Affairs Specialist in .  He contends that he was responsible for the 

search, recovery, and processing of all dead bodies in  area. 

 

 e.  In order to assist it in reviewing his petition, the Board obtained enclosure (2).  The AO 

explained that clinical records indicated he did not have any mental health symptoms prior to his 

2005 deployment to Iraq, and that his symptoms began to manifest well after his return from 

deployment.  The AO further explained that Petitioner reported his increasingly disruptive 

psychological symptoms to his command after his return from deployment and that his command 

reacted in a supportive manner, taking steps to ensure he had access to benefits and medical 

resources.   

 

     f.  The AO opined that it was likely that Petitioner’s inability to maintain weight standards 

were “exacerbated by his psychological symptoms as a result of his PTSD and depression to 

include apathy, amotivation, lack of physical activity, and overeating.”  In addition, the 

“medications he was taking to treat his conditions are known to have side effect of weight gain 

and sedation, likely further contributing to his inability to maintain weight standards.”  The AO 

also noted that the NMA indicated Petitioner was unfit for further service due to PTSD and 

depression as a result of his service as a Mortuary Affairs Specialist, and “did not consider him 

worldwide assignable, did not feel he had good potential for continued service in his present 

physical and mental condition, and recommended against retention on Permanent Limited Duty 

Status if found unfit.”  In addition, “Chief, BUMED found him NOT physically qualified for 

retention due to post traumatic stress disorder and depression and deferred his final disposition to 

an administrative determination of suitability for service.” 

 

     g.  The AO recommended that, should Petitioner’s request for relief be granted and 

recommend a correction of Petitioner record as follows to be applied to effective 25 April 2008: 

 








