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n. On 16 May 2019, Subject sent DFAS a letter to appeal the denial of 25 July 2017.  DFAS

replied on 19 June 2019, stating, “We are in receipt [of] your marriage certificate, but there is no 

divorce decree and no death certificate on file for your former spouse.  [P]lease submit so that we 

may properly update your case.  Current spouse will [be] added when documents are received.” 

o. On 10 April 2023, Subject signed and submitted Letter of Intent (LOI) to Enroll During

the SBP Open Season form to DFAS.  The form indicated Subject intended on electing SBP 

Spouse only coverage at the full gross retired pay level of coverage with prospective monthly 

premium estimate of $299.91 and a one-time buy-in premium estimate of $133,546.92. 

p. On 8 July 2023, Subject signed and submitted the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) and

Reserve Component Survivor Benefit Plan (RCSBP) Open Season Election form.  The form 

indicated Subject elected SBP Spouse only coverage at the full gross retired pay level of 

coverage based on the estimate received and chose to submit a one-time full payment of the total 

amount of the buy-in premium due. 

q. On 1 September 2023, DFAS denied the request indicating, “We received your enrollment

request for the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) Open Season.  After review, we have found that you 

are ineligible to enroll in SBP coverage during the Open Season.  Other:  The 2023 Open Season 

is not for changing coverage.  The member does not qualify to enroll in the 2023 Open Season.  

The initial estimate was sent out in error.” 

CONCLUSION 

Upon review and consideration of all the evidence of record, the Board finds the existence of an 

injustice warranting the following corrective action.  The Board concluded Petitioner provided 

sufficient evidence to reflect Subject’s desire to change his SBP election from Former Spouse to 

Spouse coverage during the FY16 Open Season.  Therefore, the Board agreed, under this 

circumstance, relief is warranted. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Subject’s naval record be corrected, where appropriate, to show that: 

Subject changed SBP election from “Former Spouse” to “Spouse” coverage naming  

 as the beneficiary, based on the full gross retired pay, during the FY16 SBP Open 

Season. 

Note:  Defense Finance and Accounting Service will complete an audit of Subject’s pay records 

to determine the premium adjustments this correction may affect and no waiver of premiums is 

granted. 

A copy of this Report of Proceedings will be filed in Subject’s naval record. 

4. It is certified that a quorum was present at the Board’s review and deliberations, and that the

foregoing is a true and complete record of the Board’s proceedings in the above-entitled matter.






