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Dear ,  

 

This is in reference to your application for correction of your naval record pursuant to Section 

1552 of Title 10, United States Code.  After careful and conscientious consideration of relevant 

portions of your naval record and your application, the Board for Correction of Naval Records 

(Board) found the evidence submitted insufficient to establish the existence of probable material 

error or injustice.  Consequently, your application has been denied. 

 

A three-member panel of the Board, sitting in executive session, considered your application on 

7 August 2024.  The names and votes of the members of the panel will be furnished upon 

request.  Your allegations of error and injustice were reviewed in accordance with administrative 

regulations and procedures applicable to the proceedings of this Board.  Documentary material 

considered by the Board consisted of your application, together with all material submitted in 

support thereof, relevant portions of your naval record and applicable statutes, regulations, and 

policies. 

 

You requested your record reflect that you cancelled participation in the 2023 Survivor Benefit 

Plan (SBP) Open Season Enrollment.  The Board, in its review of your entire record and 

application, carefully weighed all potentially mitigating factors, to include your assertions.  

However, the Board concluded that you did not meet the criteria to cancel your enrollment in 

accordance with Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense memorandum of 9 March 2023, 

Implementing and Procedural Guidance for Section 643 of Public Law 117-263, December 23, 

2022, SBP Open Season.  Specifically, the policy indicates, an election to participate under the 

authority of Section 643, Public Law 117-263, was voluntary on the part of the eligible member 

and must be indicated as such in writing.  For the election to have been valid, a member must 

have been alive and capable of making an informed decision.  Members would be presumed to 

be capable of making an informed decision unless there was clear and convincing evidence to the 

contrary.  However, once a member submitted an open enrollment election to participate, the 

member could cancel the election by notifying the Defense Finance and Accounting Service 

(DFAS) in writing within 30 days of making the election.  To have been effective, the 

cancellation notice must have been in writing, must have been signed and dated (to include 

notarized signatures of persons who were required to concur in the election to discontinue), and 

must have been received by the DFAS within 30 days of the date of the member’s signature on 






