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1. Pursuant to the provisions of reference (a), Subject, hereinafter referred to as Petitioner, filed
enclosure (1) with the Board for Correction of Naval Records, hereinafter referred to as the
Board, requesting that his characterization of service be upgraded to “Honorable” and his
narrative reason for separation be changed to “Secretarial Authority.”

2. The Board considered Petitioner’s allegations of error or injustice on 7 August 2024 and,
pursuant to its governing policies and procedures, found insufficient evidence of any such error
or injustice warranting relief. Documentary material considered by the Board included the
enclosures; relevant portions of Petitioner’s naval record; and applicable statutes, regulations,
and policies, to include references (b) - (¢).

3. Having reviewed all the evidence of record pertaining to Petitioner’s allegations of error or
injustice, the Board found as follows:

a. Before applying to this Board, Petitioner exhausted all administrative remedies available
under existing law and regulations within the Department of the Navy.

b. Although enclosure (1) was not filed in a timely manner, it is in the interests of justice to
waive the statute of limitation and consider Petitioner’s application on its merits.

c. Petitioner enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps and began a period of active duty service on
10 September 2001. See enclosure (2).

d. Petitioner was deployed to Iraq from December 2002 until May 2003.! See enclosure (3).

! During a Compensation and Pension (C&P) examination conducted pursuant to his later claim for disability

compensation from the Department of Velerans Affairs (VA), Petitioner repo osure to a rocket-propelled
grenade (RPG) blast which blew off the doors of on r which he was in charge of
posting, resulting in a subsequent loss of consciousness and post-lraumatic amnesia of the events prior to and afier

the blast. He also reported muitiple other exposures to RPG fire which left him confused and disoriented. Although





















